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Directed by Helen and Martin Weeden
cast

	 Peter Veale	 Joe Adamante
	 Harold Swaffield	 Mayor Wentworth 
	 Cathy Dowsett	 Alexandra Gardner
	 Erin Ryan	 Evelyn McAllister 
	 Ronald R.D. Gardner	 Marcus Bassano
	 Ian Glen	 Dante Bassano

setting: Sheriff’s office in the border town of Edenvale, 1950.
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Murder
in Noirville

by Peter Colley

Murder
in Noirville

by Peter Colley

Warning: 
This performance has loud 
guns shots.

A new children’s musical
Book, Music, & Lyrics by

Denver Casado and  Betina Hershey
	 Additional Material by	 Musical Arrangements by
 	 Brian Dawson	 Denver Casado

Directed by Andrew Williams
Presented by Kanata Youth On Stage (KYOS)

Rudy Grunch is a grumpy 6th grader who always feels like an outsider. 
When the entire school gets excited about the annual school musical he has 
had enough, and he devises a nefarious plan that is guaranteed to ‘steal the 

show’. Upbeat music and quirky characters makes this new musical a fun 
filled family event.

June 6 & 7 
All tickets $5.00

	 Box Office 613-831-4435	 www.kanatatheatre.com

The Grunch
is presented through special arrangement with Beat By Beat Press.

	 Phone: 646-481-2224	 www.bbbpress.com
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A psychiatrist’s examination of a young nun accused of a heinous 
act pulls her down a sinuous path that rings with the voice of an 
angel. But what is this young novice? Wellspring of miracles or 

twisted murderess?

November 5-9 & 12-16. Curtain time: 8:00 p.m.

kanata theatre presents

May 13 - 17 & 20 - 24, 8:00 p.m. curtain.
Box Office 613-831-4435 www.kanatatheatre.com

Directed by Alain Chamsi and Rachel Davies

Evolution or Creation?
The classic courtroom drama about a 
science teacher accused of the crime of 
teaching Darwin’s theory of evolution.



director’s note

Peter Colley wrote Murder in Noirville in 2008 for Vertigo Theatre in Calgary.  
The play is a homage to Hollywood’s classic hardboiled film noir of the 1940s 
and 1950s - the tough gumshoe, the dangerous blonde, the trigger-happy 
gangster. Kanata Theatre has also produced Peter Colley’s You’ll Get Used 
To It! – The War Show and When The Reaper Calls. We are honoured to 
present the third production of Murder in Noirville in Canada.
The film noir genre evolved during the late thirties and through the forties 
with its themes of male isolation and weakness, of female treachery, and 
accompanied by a darkening visual style and content. These themes have 
reappeared and continued to evolve in many films. 
Now, let us visit a small town with a big secret where a burned-out city cop 
takes on the job as Sheriff - only to find more danger than he ever faced 
on the mean streets of the big city. As the sun sets over the town, its pretty 
sunlit world turns into a place of darkness, deception and decadence, where 
nothing is quite what it seems … (cue the dramatic music!).
Please note:  during our presentation, feel free to enjoy a laugh — if you dare 
— at the noir stereotypes, the melodrama, the tough-talk and the many turns 
of the twisted plot.

biographies
Helen Weeden (Director) has been with Kanata Theatre a good number 

of years and, with her husband, is a founding member of 
Rural Root Theatre. She is a graduate of Algonquin College’s 
Scriptwriting program and in 2013 she wrote and directed 
the very successful Fairground Follies which was presented 
in August 2013 by Rural Root Theatre to celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the Carp Fair. Helen and Martin share the 
directing duties and together they have directed four Kanata 
Theatre shows, most recently Kitchen Witches.

Martin Weeden (Director) is a very technical person and he first joined 
Kanata Theatre to get involved in sound and lighting but it 
wasn’t long until he found himself on the stage as an actor. 
He was last seen playing the role of the English bully Rugby 
in the highly successful presentation of A Flea in Her Ear. “Did  
nobody call?”, still haunts him to this day!  Martin also played 
the role of the loving husband Bob in Pack of Lies. Martin 
produced for Rural Root Theatre’s presentation of Fairground 
Follies. If that  job wasn’t enough, with only two days notice, he 
stepped into several roles due to illness. 



Harold Swaffield (Mayor Wentworth) is pleased to be taking part in 
his debut performance with Kanata Theatre. He was thrilled 
to be cast by Helen and Martin Weeden, and has enjoyed 
seeing a different style of directing. Harold is currently the 
president of Ottawa’s Lakeside Players and has done most of 
his acting at the Ron Kolbus Lakeside Centre since 2007. He 
recently appeared in Fairground Follies for Rural Root Theatre 
Company. Harold has performed many times as The Dame 
in Lakeside’s yearly pantomime productions and has played 
many other straight roles as well. He sings with Ottawa’s 17 
Voyces where he was billed as a lead in their opera production 
of Casanova. When he is not acting, he is an IT specialist.

PETER VEALE (Joe Adamante) is excited to make his debut at Kanata 
Theatre. This is just his second appearance on stage following 
his role in the Rural Root Theatre Company production of 
Fairground Follies in 2013. Peter would like to thank his son 
Justin for introducing him to the world of dramatic arts.

Kanata Theatre acknowledges with special appreciation the following 
friends who have provided items or services to the production: 

	

	 Claudette Brisson, Antiques at the Barn	 Amy Burnett

	 Cold Blue, Montreal	 Alan Dean Photography

	 Ron Evans	 Max Durnford Photography, Mariposa Arts Theatre

	 Roseanne Facchin	 Kevin Gallinger

	 Marlayne Glen	 Rosie Reid

	 Lois Thompson	 John Verney

	 Elaine Young	 Pat Weir, Rural Root Theatre

		

All KT members who volunteered after the publication deadline.

Cathy Dowsett (Alexandra Gardner) is over the moon to be making 
her debut on Kanata Theatre’s stage. She has appeared on 
stage with a variety of theatre groups including Tara Players, 
Gloucester Players and The Lakeside Players, where she is on 
the board as Secretary.  She most recently appeared in Rural 
Root Theatre’s production of Fairground Follies. Last year, she 
made her directorial debut with Getting Sarah Married, and 
directed the children’s chorus in LSP’s Snow White. Cathy 
works as a Sleep Specialist, and enjoys spending time with her 
daughter Lindsay.

Ronald R.D. Gardner (Marcus Bassano) has worked on a number of 
shows as set construction foreman and production manager. 
He was a singing snail in A Year with Frog and Toad. Ronald has 
directed, produced, and acted in a number of shows with Rural 
Root Theatre Company and Two Rivers Musical Productions. 
He played Mordecai in Fiddler on the Roof (TRMP), Harold in 
Larceny and Old Lace (RRTC), Nick in Last Resort (RRTC), 
Lord Harleston and Gentleman Jim, twin brothers in All for Your 
Delight, and various small roles in A Little Piece of Heaven and 
Fairground Follies.  Ronald has a passion for all things theatre 
and is excited to be back on stage with Kanata Theatre.

Ian Glen (Dante Bassano) makes his first appearance on the Kanata 
Theatre stage, having been a season ticket holder for many 
years.  He has been active with Rural Root Theatre Company 
as an actor, director, and stagehand. Ian was most recently 
seen in Fairground Follies which he assisted in writing and 
directing, Grave Matters and A Little Piece of Heaven (Henry).  
Ian is excited to be working with such experienced directors, 
fellow actors and in a “real” theatre!

Erin Ryan (Evelyn McAllister) has been a member of Kanata Theatre for 
the past 15 years. In that time, she has enjoyed playing various 
roles ranging from a timid Irish girl in Dancing at Lughnasa to 
the unyielding Nurse Ratched in One Flew over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest. She has also been happily involved in many backstage 
duties throughout the years. She would like to dedicate this 
performance to her late mother, who always enjoyed Kanata 
Theatre productions.
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