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Kanata Thealre’s 25th Anniversary Season.
You Never Can Teil by Gearge Bemard Snaw.
When: Oct. 2023 at 8 p.m
Wnere: Eart of Marcn High School
Tickets: $8 available by calling 5321715

By Iris Winston
Cinzen comesoondent

‘ary Mauger may be the only actress to
play the ttle role in Hedda Gabler and
mnkL- her own costume too.

Diana Fayrajsl could be the only successful
stage professional who remains a paid-up mem-
ber of the commuaty theatre group where she
played her (int role.
Jenefer Haynes may be the only actress who
could call on all the members of her theatre
group to babysit while she was on stage in a
production of Tom Stoppard's Enzer o Frve Man
when her twin sons were just three months old.

¢ could create a record for the
distance he travels (0 see the group’s produc-
tions. Although he was transferred W San Diego
10 years ago. he makes it back W Kanata for
most play openings and (requently helps with
front of house duties.

Its all part of the sense of family and mutual
support that is the core of Kanata Theatre, cel-
ebrauing Its 25th anniversary (his scasor.

It began in 1968 when Mauger placed an ad
in the local -wkb paver calling a meeling of
people interested in forming a drama club.

The response was enthusiastic and Kanata
“Theatre was bor. The main aim. then and now,
was 1o further interest in the theatre, and the
enyoyment of its members.” The group decided
to confine membership to people who live or
um\' ll\“.l in Kanata.
wanted 1o emphasize community feel
ing” sanl Mauger. who points out thal in 1968
s Kanata's population was oaly about 2000, “And
we're very lucky that this leellnx has stayed
with lhe WD all these years™

theatre began with a nucleus of talented
pwpxe many of whom are still members.

Tuke Rosemary Keneford. for instance A
founding member. she (s now one of the group's

Kanata
she met her husband. Brooke Kenefund Hle. too.
mrmns active as an actor, director and back-
stage worker.

That kind of veraulity 1s une of the keys Lo
the cohesion of the group. Mauger said

“We always wanted evenone to take tums”
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she said, "o act in one production and work be-
hind the scenes in another. And people really
seem 1o have a conscience aboul that and <0
stay involved all the Ume. At the begnning
didn't assign a certain person ar do ets or cos
tumes. We all did everything together *

The group has come a long way from the
carly days of weekly playreading meetings in
members' homes. The theatre company now
mounts a season of four Mull length productions
and a chuldren’s play cach year.

The first major step was to “go public” in
April 1989 with an evening of two one-act plays.
The Ledyalers and Ree and Shine.

“Laurence Thornton directed the first one
and 1 directed the other,” Mauger said. | had
never directid, but | decided to have a go Just
1o get the group off the ground

Her husband Ted constructed the sets in his
basement lle had never bulll scenery before
and knew only that he had t keep the flats less
than 10 feet tll or he wouldn't be able o get
them out of his basement workshop

Within a couple of years, membership and
rwm enouRh n Mt 4 Mt

confidence
production.

“The Cruchle 1s regarded as a turming point
by the group,” said Jim Holmes. thus year's pres
ident and a member of Kanata Theatre for
more than 20 years. “People are sull talking
about it It was the first production in the Earl
of March High School and it uvolved 27 actors
when the zroup had only 40 people ~

“And the costumes, made of black felt and
old sheets. cost a total of $25." Mauger recalled.

The group’s first workshop in 1974 charted a
course for Diana Fajrajsl's acting career It
and the first show | was in (Snow Whate and Rose
Red) set me oft”

Now a pr&mml actress — The Glooe and
MaiT's said she had ~tr quality written all over
her.” when she uppeared at the 1883 Stratford
Festival — Fajra)sl remains a member of

ta Theatre and makes a point of tmng to
see performances by sster Andrea (Rosalind in
last season's production of As You Like In.

“We're all following the careers of our )num
people very closely.” Floimes sud. noung

several members besides Fayrapl have lum
umfemuml Kristin Gauthier. for instance.
(Noru 1n Kanata s production of The Doll’s Howse)
became part of the cast of Les M:

As the group. nos with more than 20 mem
bers. celebrates its silver anaiversary with a
vear long party. it also looks forwand to the next
Stage tn its development a theatre of its own

73 Winston 13 an Oftzwa wrter o0 COVers COMmLAey e
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MEMORIES OF FOOTLIGHTS: Mary Mauger, Jim Holmes and Jenefer Haynes leaf through Kanata Theatre scrapbooks

The little troupe that grew

Scene from The Crucible (1971)

The Kanata Theatre file

Oct. 22, 1968: Mary Mager ruves
Kanata resicents o form an acuht grama
€IuD hrough an acversement  the
Kanata Starcarc.
Aprl 12, 1969: Kanata Treatre preserts
WO One-act Diays &t

¢ scroct
May 6-8, 1971: Frst procucton 0
newty built E2r of March rgh Scrool
Dy was AT\ er's The Crcoe,
@rectzq by Ron Masin, 3 longstanong
memDer and key '@ure Ll s Ceatn n
Feonuary 1953
Mar. 7-9, 1974: ranata Te:
presents fts frst Canacan play. Hunong
Stuart by Roberson Davees, arectea by
Dew: Wikams
May 12-15, 1976: Move Over WS
Mararam begins a traomon of presentng a
farce every second season
Summer 1980: Ron Masin spearmesass
harata Trestre's Clownface oogram £3cn
Summer. the FOLS SBNtS chicren's faces

st the Canacan Central Exniton and 2t
Kanata's May'ar The orogram has rased
more than s*“om-uwm

1993-94 season: Siver anmersany
season. Anniersary CeIecraLons will
win @ masked bal 01 My 21
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Good theatre-school co-operation

Kanata Theatre

donation helps

curtain Earl of March stage

Kanata Theatre

Kanata Theatre has
made a $5,000 donauon o
Earl of March Secondary
Schoal which has cnabled
the school 10 replace the
stage curtaining installed
when the school was buill
almost a quarter of a cen-
twry ago. The curtain re-
placement s a joint project
of the school and Kanats
Theatre. The donation rep-
resents about hall of the
cost of the curtaining. The
other half will be paid for
by the school

This is not the first ume
the Kanata Theatre has
made a mayor contnbution
10 the school’s faciliues. A
few years ago the group
contnbuted $10,000 10 the
C.rleton Board 10 enable
the school 1o acquire
lighung pancl, the cost of
which was about $20,000,
Relfore that the group con-
tnbuted half the cost of
replacing the main stage

cunam, Dorothy Beck of Kanata Theatre presents o

The donauon reflects a
long history of cooperation
etween the community
theatre company and the school, which has
worked 10 the advantage of both. Besides
being an outlet for the theatncal interests
of studenis at the Earl of March, Kanata
Theatre has furmished sets, costumes,
makcup assistance and advice for virally
every one of the school's popularand high-
ly regarded musical theatre productions.
Many of the lighting installations in the
Uicaue, including the main overhead light-
ing grid, were designed and installed by the
roup.

For s pant the school has permiticd

anata Theaure (0 construct and store its
sels in a basement storage fa
sulted and cooperated with the group about
the scheduling of use of school facilities,

Stubbings.

$5.000 cheque 10 Ear of March principal Allan

L. Hommond photo

and has even on occasion helped the group
carry its scts the long onc cighth mile trek
(rom the basement 1o the stage. Some of
that job may be avoided after the curtain
installation, since the curtains will provide
a means of completcly masking e back-
stage arca without resorting 1o rigid flats,

Inaddition (o a compleic sctof o sking
curtains (called “legs,” “icascrs,” and
“travelless™ in theatre lingo) the new
material will include a full skycloth which
will assist the staging of musicals and cx-
teriof scens.

The cunains were installed two weeks
agoand were first used in Kanala Theayc 's
production of As You Like it They will alvo
be used for the Earl of Murch show, Guys
and Dolls, in April,

(S
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Arts and Entertainment
Kanata Theatre celebrates 25 years

Story and
photos

by

Nancy

Now: (Top left)Stewart Wheeler, Caitlin Shea and Lionel Kilig
You Never Can Tell. (Top right) Mary Mauger, founder of Kanata
Theatre. (Left) Monica Hollands applies finishing touches to

| Caitlin Shea. (Centre)Publicist, Jenefer Haynes glances at
years of photos in theatre scrap books.(Right) Neil Robertson
goes over his lines before rehearsal.Then: (Bottom left) Ron
Maslin.(Centre) A Kanata Theatre first. (Right) Laurence
Thornton in Halfway up the Tree. (Then photos supplied by
Kanata Theatre.)
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Arts and Entertainment
A great opening to a brilliant 25th season

Kanata Theatre

Dirccted by Rob Johnstone, Kanata Theatre proudly presents the first in its *25 Tlappy
= Celebration Serics, You Never Can Tell, a classic comedy by George Bemnard Shaw.
Shaw wrote: “I devoted the spare moments of 1896 1o the composition of You Never Can
Tell. My atiempt 1o comply with many requests for a play in which the much paragraphed
“brilliancy” of Arms and the Man should be (empered by some consideration for the
requirements of managers in search of fashionable comedies for the West End Thealres.

T'had no difficulty in complying, as | have always cast my plays in the ordinary, practical
comedy form in use at all the theatres; and far from taking an unsympathetic view of the
popular preference for fun, fashionable dresses, a little music and even an exhibition of
cating anddnnking by peopl r animg ailer.

Las more than willing to shew that the drama can humanize these things as casily as they,
in the wrong hands can dehumanize (he drama.”

Set In a fashlonable seaside resort near the turn of the century, the action
takes place over one day.

¢, 4 young and handsome dentist, is in arrears and hasn't had a customer in six

nd Phil, exuberant iwins of a “modem™ mother, descend upon the unsuspect-
ing Valentine with custom and a luncheon invitation. Valentine's landlord, Crampton,
armves with atoothache and demands his rent. Gloria (the ravishing older sister of the terrible
Iwins) armives, sending Valentine head-over-heels in lo

Chaos erupts when, during lunch it is discovered .. well ..
and all will be revealed.

Larl of March Thex
reservations call K

= i 1)

Stewart Wheeler, Dorothy Beak and Caltlin Shea rehearse for Kanata
23, 1993. Cuntain: 8 p.m. prompl. For licket Theatre' [ ,GeorgeB 's*YouNeverCanTell*
592-1715. Earl of March Theatre, Oct. 20-23 at 8p.m.

- come and sec for yourselves,

Oct. 20,
@ Theatre box




Looking back and [ooking forward

235 years of nosta

By Nancy Boughner
Staff writer
A man sits in a hard plas-
tic chair in the corner of the
room dressed in full cos-
tume. e goes over his lines
from the seript in his hands,
He seems oblivious 1o the ae-
uvity surrounding him. A
make-up artist holds the chin
of @ young girl e her hand
while adding the finishing
touches 1o her make-up
belore curtain time,

A hair dryer whirs
funously as a stylist works
diizently drying the hairof a
boy dressad as a wailter. s
cohort sits watehing the pro-
cadure, providing a running
commentary.

Three young ladies strug-
gle with costumes in the
Lumer nving o get buttons
done up before its time 1o go
on. The dressing room is
alive with clectricity. The
door swings open, a man
cnters and shouts, "Two
minutes, people.”

Director Rob Johnstone
stands on chair in the middle
of the room. The actors and
actresses gather around him
in a semi-circle for a last
minute pep talk. He makes a
few comments adout the up-
coming performance and
finishes with "remember to
have fun." As the players file
out of thc dressing room
there seems to be few signs
of nerves and the banter they
share reveals an underlying
feeling of camaraderie. And
it's this camaraderie that has
sustained the Kanata Theatre
Group for 25 years.

On with the show

"It doesn’t take running
an ad in a newspaper to make
a theatre group,” said Mary
Mauger. "It’s the people in
the group that make it work."

But it was Mauger who

sct the wheels in motion 25
years ago. She decided Lo test
the walters and see if there
were any other residents in
the fledgling community of
Kanata who shared her inter-
est in theatre. She ran an ad
in the Kanala Standard invit-
ing residents to join an adult
dramaclub. On Oct. 22, 1968
the group held its first meet-
ing. About 13 people
showed, which was a good
responsec  considering
Kanata’s population hovered
zround 2,000.

Now 25 yecars later,
Kanata Thealre sports a
membership of 2(0).

However, this 25th an-
niversary scason is bil-
tersweet for Mauger.

She remembers the days
when members hopped in
vans with kids in tow and
travelled the counlryside
looking for props or material
for costumes.

“In those days Moms
slayed at home and now most
young couples both have 10
work...It was casicr then."

Even when the group was
finst formed there was asense
of family that prevailed.

When the group wasn't per-
forming, members would gel
together and socialize,

She remembers summer
days at Constanee Bay when
Kanata Theatre members be-
came known for some of
their anties on the beach.
Aller performances mem-
bers would gather in
someone’s livingroom to
danee or play charades.

The "postage stamp"
sMage

Laurence Thornton, an
original member of Kanata
Theatre, came 1o the second
meeting of the group.
Throughout the winter mem-
bers took turns going to cach
other’s homes and reading
plays. Then, in April of 1969,

lebruary 1993 was mourncd
by many.

"Ron Maslin turned up
about o year-and-a-half afier
we gol going and taught us
how 10 do things properly. It
Was very exciting to be
directed by him," said
Mauger. "I really wish he
were here for this (25th an-
niversary)."

"He was phenomenal,”
said  publicist Jencfer
Haynes. "Iere was nothing
he couldn’t do. Lveryone in
Kanata Theatre looked to
him for guidance. We've
been kind of foundering
around since his dcath.
Lveryone is asking, ‘Who's
going to design the poster?
Who's going to do the pro-

Ron Maslin turned face painting into profit.

the group decided to take to
the slage and perform two
onc-act plays. Thornton
remembers performing on
"the postage stamp stage" at
Stephen Leacock before Earl

gram cover? What about spe-
cial effects and make-up.’ He
will be truly missed."

"Ron Maslin had an enor-
mous amount of talent,
greater than I think he him-

took the theatre company
one step further. For the first
time the show ran for three
nights to rave reviews from
the community. And by the
1972-73 theatre scason
Kanata Theatre was offering

Enter Laughing and went on
to become part of the
Canadian production of Ies
Miserables.

Remembering when
With 25 years of perform-

lgia with the best to come

ly pause. I was pacing back
and forth thinking, ‘ What the
hell is going on?" T was just
about to yell ‘close the
curtain’ when somcone
backslage realized what was
happening and did it."

Ted Mauger, Jenefer Haynes and Dorothy Gardner performed in the sold-
out production of Key for Two.

scasons’ tickects. As its
reputation grew so did the
audicnce numbers and in
1987 during the production
of Key for Two Kanata
Theatre put up its first ever
"Sold-Out" sign.

Kanata Theatre has
spawned some stars of its
own. Professional actress
Diana Fajrajsl made her
stage debut in Kanata
Theatre’s production of
Snow White and Red Rose in
1973 when she was 14-
years-old. In 1983 Fajrajsl
appeared at the Stratford
Festival and has also done
television specials. Her sister
Andrea is a member of
Kanata Theatre.

Kristin Gauthier, another

ing comes 25 years of
mcmories and members
carry with them a cache of
good times.

Thomnton recalls a par-
ticularly verbose fellow who
joined the group and boasted
about his past theatre ex-
perience. The man was given
the stage manager’s job
during the production of
Present Laughter. Thomton
was directing the play.

"At the very end of a
scene Ron was in a romantic
clinch with Rosemary
(Kencford) and the curtain
was to close very quickly on
the two," said Thornton.

The stage manager
missed his cue and an
awkward moment left the ac-

of March high school was sclf even realized," said Jim
built. The tiny stage fostcred Holmes, president of Kanata
some creative sct designand  Theatre and a 20-year mem-
cramped acting. ber.

For that first production Holmes said Maslin was
Thomton dirccted onc of the  involved in all aspects of the
plays and Mary Mauger the  theatre group. "Everywhere
other. "It went over very you turned, Ron’s presence
well," said Thornton. "A lot  could be felt but he often did
of people came out...We had  things quictly without you
agood-sized audicnce for the  even knowing." )
size of the community. I Onc of the things Maslin
don’t think the audience real- did do that was quite well
ized they had that much known was to help secure
talent here." Kanata Theatre’s financial

future. In 1980 Maslin sct up

Enter Ron Maslin a clown-face painting booth

Because of the response  a( the Ottawa Exhibition.
the troupe decided it was  The booth was a success and
time 1o tackle three one-acl  for (he next scven years he
plays. "This tumed out tobe  gperated the service with the
a very significant time be-  pelp of adults and students
causc a chap came oul who  und expanded 1o local fairs
obviously hadatheatre back-  ,4n4 company picnics. The
ground. He was a very proceeds went to Kanata
talented man. e could “Ihegire. In those seven years
design and build scts, knew  Maslin made over $100,000
color schemes, could direct  for 1he theatre. And now,
and act...Ron Maslin was a  (hrough shrewd investments,
tremendous gain for Kanata  hat nest egg is in the
Theatre." $250,000 to $275,000 range.

To have someone as ver-
satile and talented as Maslin
connccled wilth the group
was considered a major coup
by its members. llis con-
tribution over the next 24
ycars would prove invalu-
able and his death in

The new venue

By 1971 Kanata Theatre
had sccured its place at the
new Larl of March high
school. It was there, during
The Crucible that the group

professional actress, got her

Jenefer Haynes came to
Kanata Theatre 17 years ago
— quite by accident. A
woman approached her after
an aerobics class and asked
Haynes if she was interested
in acting. The woman said
the Kanata Theatre group
was having a meeting and in-
vited Haynes to come along.
"I didn’t know I was
auditioning for a part. I was
totally oblivious to the whole
thing."

Another thing Haynes
wasn’t aware of was the cos-
tume she would be wearing.

The group had intended to
doMove over Mrs. Martin —
a British farce, and like most
British farces the play called
for a scantily dressed blonde
withan accent. Haynes fit the

start at Kanata Theatre in
1986 when she performed in

tors wondering what to do
next but still in that clinch.
"There was aperfectly death-

billtoaT.
Theatre, cont'd page 35

VIDEO PICK

CRITICS MPAA COARSE | SEX &

Oct. 29 - Nov. 4 AVERAGE | RATING | THEME | VIOLENCE | LANG. | NUDITY
1; INDECENT PROPOSAL A% R | DOrama Mitd Lots Much
2. ALADDIN * ok %k G |Animation Mild Mild None
3. COP AND A HALF (New) % PG |Comedy | Some Mid Mild
4. THE SANDLOT (New) * % % PG |Adventure| Some Some None
5. A FAR OFF PLACE (New)| %% PG [Adventure| Some Mid | Nane
6. GROUNDHOG DAY * Xk PG |Comedy Mild Mild Mild
7. THREE OF REARTS (New|  x% R/ Drama | Some Lots Much
8. SIDE KICKS * PG Action Some Mild None
9. INDIAN SUMMER *k PG-13 [ComiDramg  Mild Some | Some
10. LOADED WEAPON 1 3 PG-13 | Comedy | Some me Mild

THE HITS ARE IN WHEN YOU'RE /riri
V| D E v c 700 Eagleson Road
SUPERSTORE gz
“Your Video Rental Resort” KK43
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DEDICATED 70
ALL MEMBERS
OF KANATA T4
EATRT:

INDEX

Introduction
The Founders’ Tale
The Tale of Leacock,
The Crucible Tale
Mayfair Tales
The Tale of Lloyd George
Production Tales
Merrie Christmas Tales
Face Painting Tales
On Tour Tales
Happy Hour Tales
Epilogue

‘On Stage’ Trivia




INTRODUICTION,

The agms of ‘The Nanata "Theatre group were:

1) Jo foster interest in Drama in this community,

2) o involew hers i Patric [Vt i i
vy members in all dha(ma[ac(mlumfar their mutual enjoyment,

‘This - The groups’s 25th season - we celebrate a major milestone in it’s personal fiisto

;(;:( (tﬁu! we are also part of a worldwide tradition and have our own place in ¢
atre.

ry atftfcan be proud to
he history of Amateyr

Al theatre springs from the same ultimate and univer: igi
' : sal source, the religious dances of primiti
;ﬁu:;x[c;r;o.:ﬂfrpcffamel in parts of the world today. Tribal legends were acted out f'mP;':lnmw:n};Zf;
n from generation to generation. It could be said th in i i ,
Dbt o ,,fﬁ,,m,',i_ e said then that Theatre, in its very widest sense,

In Greece, approximately 534 BC, Thespis appeared on the scene. He wasa igi

A , . poet and the o ma[’l'ﬁap'
name frzqmt{y Jiven to. actors. It was Thespis who first introduced an actor to ta[k_t:?tﬁe Cﬁoru;m;{a
had his own troupe, carting his actors around in a cart which doubled as a stage. It was from these .nm ke

beginnings that the age of Greek drama began. In fact, today’s theatre di
e phuapty 7L fe y atre dates from 330 BC and the stage

i theatre group? Some disparaging critics say the
e et g a/‘{pefp[l “iﬁ:’:l;:;/”p‘iz/:r:'r: Htﬁat :mfywifﬁ the production of play with one’s
{i i { [ or
motive is e}ﬁlﬁulm‘l’ﬂ:’z ‘;‘;’i‘{nu cases this may be true - but there are ol@f rza.mru; _qu;zar:D :ﬁi
Jrinds :/’;io ;z;lvl:tajuﬂ to produce one play - cither church or schiool or ﬁ;n{ mrzmz Z,r:uf, s ;I;.,,, 0}:‘
o i i verall policy. There is a second group of peop
/u"/; ”j .ﬂzﬂl::ll":ll-f;&r'-::';uag Z.ma[[ypfmrlr’la sections of larger agarl:‘zatwn: ﬁzucﬁ as ?’o;rﬁ Z:l:,‘fé
%‘;n‘;cnf: ;t:titutays or Community Centres. They are frequent compemalr:{a;ﬁt‘ ;Zi-acqﬁ};cy /gu ; ‘";
referring to perform comedies and farces. Then there Lrla]raup - “The Luﬁ:r a e k.a“ Wﬁrﬁu’gﬁn ‘
;'zw in number but are important for artistic and aesthetic reasons. ‘They either own gae ek o wzo
in which to perform a regular season of plays. Historically these Ioups were founT y‘ p ";m o
originally gathered together for the express purpose of starting their own theatre. ‘To quote fr

Oxford Companion to the Theatre’ by Phyllis Hartnoll:

some others are of pmfe.;siona[ standard.

) Little Theatres and o
“The productions of these amateur Li ! also provide the first training for those

They show considerable enterprise in play selection and......
who wish to go on the pmj&m’ma[ stage.

Amateur Theatre sometimes provides the only live’ theatre in their towns. As well as providing a
culture to the towns and cities, membership in a drama group also offers a useful cultural
occupation for the leisure Aours of folk in cities, small towns or country districts, providing a
means of artistic self-expression and a relief from the permanently ‘work bound’ state of the average
mortal”.

Here in Canada - “this vast Dominion, with it scattered population” - Canadians fiave come to depend very
much upon themselves for amusement and have thus been very enthusiastic exponents ofLiuk, Amateur or
Community Theatre. It is actually the amateur groups here in Canada, with their energy, that Rave
contributed to the birth of Professional Theatre in this country in 1952 with the opening of the Shakespeare
Playhouse at Stratford, Ontario.

In Kanata, 25 years ago, a group of people did get together and
contributed to the birth of Amateur Theatre in this City. We invite you to
share in some of the milestones in the History of Kanata Theatre.

“The Canterbury Tales” were left unfinished as indeed are the Tales of
Kanata Theatre. So, with apologies to Chaucer, we look. through our
Archives, put quill to parchment and as we journey with you, share some
tales found within their pages.

- = e i ey TR -

e ——————




L JOUNDERS' 1L

In Ranata there was onee o lady

Who placed a notice »

In the Chronicle

Ninder the tie *Qdult Drama Club*-

“An anevtation to all ham actors.

'IYr«w_r'm‘n us at our first meeting

OCtober 2nd & pom. 212 8an dwell Crescent.

‘This will probably be a play-reading group

initially but who Knows how it may develop?

Just come along and bring your ﬁryﬁt ideas with you!”

It chanced that 13 residents

Made up their minds that they would go
‘Either on curiosity or for pleasure - but

in any case they determined to go.

When rumours of this venture became Known
Others of the Group did come

Tl now they number countless more.

Here I am cutting a long story short -

So to the story let us turn again -

These Founders made various

Suggestions; they debated up and down;
Many a subtle argument was brought forth;
Some spoke of acting and directing

But fma[@, and in conclusion,

In all of these they saw the advantage

To put on a proper play.

Now some will wish and expect, I imagine,
That I should speak of all the large provision
That the mounting of the plays

Made for the performance to an audience;
But you should Know so gr?at a preparation
For an occasion of such high importance

Is not to be recounted in a sentence!

No need for further explanation -

I'll say that by rehearsal and hard work,
Helped with costumes, sound and lights,
BacKed by sets and furniture

All were agreed, as you shall shortly hear,
A successful venture set the stage
Kanata Theatre truly had been born.

T TALE OF LEACOCK.

And once at LeacocK on @ single night '
Although the place was filled with Thespians
By ticket sales the town folK also came

T view the talents of the founding Sfew.
Two one act plays they did enjoy

“Lady Killers” and “Rise and Shine” the duo
And what I tell you is Ronest truth!

Then different folk fiad different things to say,
But for the most part were amused, and laughed -
Our first Three Act - Coward’s “Present Laughiter
Was staged - and none took umbrage at the tale -
In fact the Group did quickly grow

And on a day in May - the 31st, 1970 A.D.

The Constitution of Kanata Theatre came to be.

”

At Leacock children’s plays were also seen -

Ambition beat in every Thespian’s heart

To mount a play with sets not one but two -

This required a place to hammer, nail and screw!

An old stone building amply met those needs

Its prior use fiad been a village school

But served our purpose till we marched to stages new.
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‘UL CRUCIBLL TALL

The Troupe mozvd to a new performing hall

(R place which to this day they still call home)

Quute barren sue but l«{r a wooden floor.

A0 Nt, no sound, no l'i'(’!l!.\' - and'hdr(,- no lights!

‘The Director bade that they all act in accordance

With kis dictate and he would undertake to save them all
Without delay, or wasting time or speechifying.

Now fetch into this all - and hurry up -

Carpet rolls, painting troughs and sheets

Qnd Kave in them enough provisions for

Set, Costumes, Wings and Sound - there will be lights
S day, that's all - we shan't need any more -

To Aave the stage complete - we’re well rehearsed

For our debut in this, The arl of March.

This production was a most ambitious thing

As all productions are - at least they ought to be -

The actors struggled in the dark - and muttered

Qnd the Director with his own ears heard what they cried
“Where’s the dammed lights? Are they here?”

Almost he went out of his witsfarfmr,

Most pitifully to his gods he prayed.

But fie was a man of great resource and so

No-one did dare to dispute his bekest. Thus, he went

Where he expected lights to be - And brought them back,

This deed is written in the chronicles -

There you may read the proud boasts he made.

And fortune laughed; for she had had her fun

The town folK came and sat before a stage with blazing lights.

I've no desire to pad out my story
With chaff and straw; I'll only give the corn.
Why should I have to tell how royally
They performed, or who took part, who painted,
Who made the props, or who worked the lights?
It all boils down to this: what can you say
But that “The Crucible” is a memorable play!
Cerl

MAYFAIR TALES

Now pay attention, if you want to ear

But first, before proceeding any Sfurther,

If I don’t tell these stories in due order
Whether of plays, or floats, or actors,
According to the chronologic sequence

s written in the archival books; and if you find
That I put some before, and some behind,

Just as they chance to come to mind,

1 beg you to excuse my ignorance.

For now our troupe, in town, are quite well kpown -
But if you [ike, then you shall ear my tale.

In Spring - that is in the month of May -

The town folk organize a fair.

Many a labour and great enterprise

They undertake - for lo! there are ribbons to be won!
And so our Thespians of Kanata

Made floats of all Kinds of happenings,
Built in their inimitable way

Depicting tales, or plays or whirligy effects,
Not drawn by Rorses but by a tractor,
Accompanied by players, young and old,
AU full of pleasure. I have in remembrance
Some I'll be pleased to tell, as best I can.
Who can forget our Punch & Judy story?
Written by one of our own, it also has
The distinction of being the very first
Endeavour of the troupe in these Kanata
Mayfair celebrations.

To build the floats scarce takes any time
Even when the sweet showers of May

Turn into torrents, soaKing Rair and sKin -
Still our troupe walKed in procession.

And they did come to Kanata from
Beaverbrook, Katimavik, Glen Cairn,
Bridlewood and yes, South March.

The children all did maKe great Raste

To be entertained each year by

Wondrous tales of Giants, Witches and
Of gallant Knights who rescued damsels
With a single Kiss. And by the time

The sun had gone to rest, the tractor

And the float well put away - our actors
Met and danced the night away.

|
!
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P NEY OF LLOYD GTORGY
And so the message Sid resound loud and clear

Jhe hapless Director smiled and acknowledged their chant

And finished his discourse. "The feasting and merrymaking

Did now begin in earnest. And yet this was indeed

My soas @ man wohom Sritons hold in great honour, An auspicious occasion for now should anyone stand to speak,

mat mote or 80 kustory decrees And seem o slw{_/:wwr - With but one voice the troupe will sing
WWhat fuas now become its song - and [ fud best finish my tale

et v a legacy and become a part of history
'w amother land ks logacy, A name, rerote into a song For | fear | fawve gone on too long!

That to tha day with one accord and right on cue
R gutheraing of our trOUN will start a chorus if
One o their mudst has held the floor too long.

w the o dags the days of Queen Victor

Rut det me not giev long preamble to this tale ,
Or elx you may begin o sing before its told.
It happened quite by chance, an Tnglish gentleman ’

Who, at tomes was quite erbose, chanced upon

R play he washed to direct so lost no tome

In ;.viux\.( to the troupe and made his wishes clear.
Quditions held, ke quickly chose his cast and crew

To pertorm the play *Lloyd George Knew My Father".

Aow i this play, | hasten to tell you, for it is of note

That, in full regalia, the cast did sing “Lloyd George”

To the very fine tune of *Onward Christian Soldicrs”.

The play it was a great success - enjoyed by the townsfolk.
(Though onc fair wench was heard to squeal

when she Perceired the mouse!) And when the play was done
The Actors wished to gather and honour their Director.
Thetr speeches were short as they did utter thanKs -

Then the man of many words stood to speak - quite sKilfully
But long - and cven longer for his words were music

To Fis ears - but to the crowd who gathered patiently -
Waiting to quench their thirst and feed their hunger -

The words were weighty. And then a murmur started,
Hushed at first, then gathering in strength until

The rafters rang to the sound of singing these words:

“Lloyd George knew my Father, Father knew Lloyd George". }




TRODUCTION, TALTS

In their onn weay thes noble players

Made sets of oll Qnds of tmppin‘g.f_.

Dt on plays i the oryginal Fritish tongue,
Fanvs, comedues, dramas -

Mags wAKh wene sometomes sung

Or accompanicd by musical instruments.

One | will be pleased to tell as best 1 can

My Three Angels” - though Angels they were not -
Descended through a hole high up there -

Up in the house gable, on the south side

Qnd just abore the stable so they could pass
‘Through freely on their way.

The colours that were used for paint and dye
Were warm as warm as warm as they could be.
Two of the Noted Bard of von’s stories

were enjoyed. Critics reviewed

Shakespeare in Kanata - just as We Like 1t!”
Tnter Farce! What Rappens then?

Townsfolk clap their hands

And, if I'm not mistaken - stand and cheer.
With “Key For Two" a sold out syn displayed.
Qnd in the nether regions earns great accolade.

MLRRIE CHRISTMAS TALTS

Once on a time, as old histories tell us

fiere was a boy whose name was Peter

Who was of Neverland Lord and Governor.

e to Kanata came to tell of one of his adventures.
With reindeer, snowman and a living egg

They charmed the children with

Music and in victory did rescue

The Venerable Santa from an icicle - and trust me,

Were it not to long to here,

1 would fave told you fully of the manner

n which the Grizzle Grump forsook Ais evil ways.

Was presented with a gift and became quite happy!

But listen well for there is still to share
Another Merrie Christmas Treasure!

The image of the coordinator was marvellous
As she steered the entire production of “Christmas Carol”.
Al the members throughout the entire length

And breadth of this troupe

Were so captured in her noose.

Why should I not tell you as well of all

The houses that were painted on the wall -

The jagged, broken tombstones, all carved

In burnished styrofoam. And there

Across the stage, with stare intent

There stood the temple of Mars Armipotent,

Grasping a wall of eternal adamant

As if a gale were breaKing every bough.

And full of choristers was that crowded stage

Each brandishing lighted lamps.

And through the doors a wintry glimmer shone,

There you could see the Ghosts - all three.

And hidden from his night-capped head down,

The figure of Scrooge in his bed.

You saw the snowflakes gently drifting down

On one side of the stage - the other, a raging blizzard!
At last the play was done. The bills were in.
The coordinator tallied all and

Was wonderfully pleased when this was done.
But, that's enough of Christmas - it's time

To speak of Clowns.




gacr PUNIING TALLS

1 hadl tell you a tale - a spvwil tale.
Ther wos @ Thespain of note,
ek Pusty cwebrons and me‘.]uu'.dlrd beand.

Q mast rwaja_( rasoal and as Qnd

nd m\u‘hﬂ.w as you'f hope to find.

Therr s o doubt wy can oll ay so.

Se had a great love of music and the arts,

Meta .\\i‘w arpenter was he as well.

Tt woas A wko concervd a great notion to .
Qaiw monwes for ¢ home of our own.

e taught a tale which you shall hear.

e went busily desyming masks

O white alabaster and red conal,

Then taught thet splendid pictures,

The forms, the shapes, the faces and designs,

Qnd gave them numbers, one to twenty-four -
These were painted in their order on the wall,
Qzd many more than [ can mention here.

To swmmer carnizals ke took his painters.

There in the blazing sun and Qutumn rain

They painted out his pictures on living canvas.
They worked valiantly, and travelled far,

E'en to foreign countries - & their hands

Q sponge and brush; they did joust and sing _
s well as draw and paint. Their work was neat, / I
They had learnt well. Never soiled fingers

By dipping deep into the paints; when using
Water, they were careful not to spill

So muck as one small drop upon the table.

They had to wipe their brush so clean,

Ao sign of paint on aprons was there seen.

HHis efforts, and those af trusty M[zgrs

Filled money bags - the treasure hoard was great.
And now the treasure has increased in value,

Be sure to Know of it as I can tell.

This noble Thespian, who from the moment

That he first began his unique endeavours
Achieved much - I'll say no more of him, except
We think of him with fondness and affection.

—

ON TOUR, TALLS

I ﬁuppenzrf (fiat one Season

In a Distant Province

qfie troupe made ready to set out

On tour to Mont Ste. Marie,

For thiey were Thespians all.

Tliey came to the hostelry,

Some nine and twenty in the company,

Folk of all Kind - set, sound, props

‘And Actors too! One of their company

Had arranged to takg two plays -

One for the village folK, the otfier for the childers.
But, before I go further with this tale

1t seems reasonable to mention

These Thespians spoke not the foreign tongue.
The Childer delighted in the tale

of Alice in her Wonderland, while

The Adults wondered what had come to their land!
With leaking pipes and frothy brew,

The Performers somefiow muddled through.
And undeterred by this great adventure

The Troupe once more took to the roads.

This time a stately mansion, close to home,
The well remarked McDonald Club

Where still another rabbit trod the boards -
Although he made no appearance,

The revellers app[au:{a{ the “Harvey” cast!




HAPPY HOUR TALLS

Dhe divctor stod i the madst thert and then,

Qnd sad. Qo people. fisten all of you!
That was @ ferstrate play Wy hod just novw!
1 can v that you talented 'Ihr.\rim.r
Qrew all our loes, ws by God you did!”
The cast muttered - *Good grief!

WNat ails the man to speaki Wh
«\y cast and crew all, hear me!”
'5\."('-' ust you wait!” the eew ag‘n’tl{,

at phisoboly!*

<The mext thing we'll be getting & lengthy notes.
This Fellow is going to instruct or expound us!”
~\ay!" cried the Director - *| wam you in advance,

what [ wisk to say will please you.
We are sociable folk, and fond of parties -

Come, be my guests, share food and wine and friendship!”

Qnd so I have a tale to tell,
R merry tale - one for the whole company.
From the time this Kindly Director

Saw the camaraderic that grew among the troupe

In shared endeavours, the tradition grew

For cast and crew to join for some refreshment
Once refiearsing and performing fad been done;
It ckanced they all went to a nearby home,
When they had made provision for supplies

Of food and drin and other necessaries,

There to amuse themselves for the night.

They danced, they played at pool and sometimes darts!

Qnd what a delight it was to hear them sing
Till sunrise, when the day began to spring.
And here 1 leave off my tale - for sure

1 cmddtzﬂ_yau many, many more!

But let’s go on now, and see who'll be next
Of all this crowd to tell another tale.

I'd say it was your tumn to tell a story,

If you'd care. For different folk,

Have different things to say.

My poor old tongue may rattle on and on
Of performances and stories past and gone.
What else is left save to say that

When Kanata Theatre’s tales have been told
There is not one among us, young or old
Who will not say it is a noble story,

Well worth remembering.

the director exclaimed,

Listen, frisz.c, with right goodwill,
And believe me 1 shall tell

Of the merry capers

05 that troupe with so much spirit,
Whethier for performing plays or frolicking,
Whose name is Kanata Theatre.

1t was born in a small hamlet

In Canada far beyond the sea,

And Kanata was the place.

And its foum!ers fiad much courage.
They (ived in this place

of rocks, ponir and trees,

A stabwart troupe - the theatre grew,
Belief was in their fearts

That this hamlet would grow

And one day become a city

And want a Theatre troupe -

For in that City there was none.

There f[oun’sﬁe:{ talent of every sort,
Like painting scenery, stitching cloth,
MaKing props and many more;

And building platforms of great feight,
Whether they be used each play

Or put away in store.

But this troupe so weary was

From carting scenes at the Earl -
Upstairs! Downstairs! Countless times
They voted there and then

If they built their own space
Staircases? There’d be none!

Vet listen, friends, to my tale

For the hamlet’s now a City!

Could the troupe a Playhouse build
With their hard-earned treasure?

They gathered ranKs - they had to fight
A monstrous giant whose heads were three.
But they have their dreams and

The love of the footlights

As have other theatre troupes

With performing halls so fine

Perhaps one day...........

L TPILOGUT




O\ SINGEL TRIVIA”
1968 - 1994

JOUNDER MEMBERS (Actize)
AMary Mauger Ted Mauger Gwen Knight Elsie Bryant
Rosemary Scott Tufron Williams Dewi williams
PRESIDENTS 1968 - 1993
Fob Horobin Dewi Williams Ron Maslin Jim McIntosh
Laurence ‘Thornton Brooke Kenneford Rosemary Scott
AQnnmarie Copple Jim Holmes Dorothy Beak,
Bob Horsey Barry Kirk Bill Williams
FROM AMATEUR TO PROFFESIONAL
Diana Fajarajsl Kristen Gauthier Rosemarie Lawless
Ian Robertson Jane Mawby John LeClerc Paula Wilkie
PRODUCTIONS
98 Performances, including 1 musical

37 or more children’s plays for a total of
over 135 productions

FUNDRAISING f

Originally started in 1979 by student members
Margot Beak and Cheryl Knight and continued on with
Kanata Theatre Clown Faces

MORE TRIVIA

First Kanata Theatre Newsletter written by
Marg Allen and Gwen Knight Q)OTOtﬁy gﬂl&
Do-Your-Own-Thing evenings introduced by Annmarie C opple

Annmarie Copple

Phil Lawless - Title Page & Illustrations



25th Anniversary Gala Ball

May 215t 1994
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