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KANAA THE ATRE 

MEMORIES OF FOOTLIGHTS: Mary Mauger, Jim Holmes and Jenefer Haynes leat through Kanata Theatre scrapbooks 

Performance 
Kanata Theatre's 25th Annversary Season: 

You Never Can en3at 8 o.m. 

The little troupe that grew 
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Tickets: $8 available by caling 592-1715 
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Arts and Entertainment 
Kanata Theatre celebrates 25 years 

Story and 
photos 
bu 

Kanata Theatre 

Nancy 
Boughner 
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Years 

Now: (Top left)Stewart Wheeler, Caitlin Shea and Lionel Kiyu 
You Never Can Tel. (Top right) Mary Mauger, founder of Kanata 
Theatre. (Left) Monica Hollands applies finishing touches to 
Caitlin Shea. (Centre) Publicist, Jenefer Haynes glances at 
years of of photos in th theatre scrap books. (Right) Neil Robertson 
goes over his lines before rehearsal. Then: (Bottom left) Ron 
Maslin.(Centre) A Kanata Theatre first. (Right) Laurence 
Thornton in Halfway up the Tree. (Then photos supplied by 
Kanata Theatre.) 

KANATA KEY 
oUTEATRE 

8PM ENMARCH WEDSAT 

Dirccted by Rob Johnstone, Kanaa Theare proudly presenis the first in is "25 llappy 
Shwi, ou veer Can tel, neay oy corge Bemard Shavw. 

Arts and Entertainment 
A great opening to a brilliant 25th season 

Tell. My attempt lo comply with many requests for a play in which the much paragraphcd 
"briliancy" of Arms and the Man shouid be empered by some consideration for the 
rcquiremcnts of managers in scarch of fashionable comcdies for the West End Thealres. 

PAGE J3- KANATA KOURIER-STANDARD - OCT. 29, 1993 

had no dlncoly in complyng, as I have always cast my plays in the ordinary, practical 

popular preference for fun., fasbionable drsses, a litle music and even an exhibition of 
caling and drinking by pcoplc wih an cxpensive air, attcnded by an impNsible comic waiter. 
las more than willing Lo shew that the drama can humanize these things as casily as they, 
in the wrong hands can dehumanze the drama." 

Set in a fashlonable seaside resort near the turn of the century, the action 
takes place over one day. 

wecks. Dollw ant bh Cst, IS in arcars and hasn't had a customer in six 

ing Valentine with cuslom and a luncheon invitalion Valotinlbs 
arives with a loothache and demands his rent. Gloria (the ravishing older sisterof the terrible 
Iwins) arrives, sending Valentine head-over-heels in love. 
anl ll 5 tuncn S dIsOvered ... well ... come and sec for yourselves 

TWO 14 - 17 

Ste 

See story on next page 

Larl of March Theatre, Oct. 20, 21, 22, 23, 1993, Cunain: &nm nrmn Eoe tt..Theelr borony beak and Calflin Shea rehearse for Kanata 
Bernard Shaw's"You Never Tell reservations call Kanala Thcalrc box office at 592-1715. Earl of March Theate, Oct. 20-23 at 8p.m. 



Looking back and looking forward 
25 years of nostalgia with the best to come By Nancy Boughner 
Staf writer 

A man sits in a hard plas 
tic chair in the corner of the 

room drcssed in full cos 
tume. lle gocs over his lincs 

from the seript in his hands. 
lle sccms oblivios (o the ac 
tivily surrounding him, A 
make-un artist holds the chin 
of a young girl in her hand 
while adding the finishing 
louches l0 her make -up 
beforr urtain time. 

A hair dryer whirs 
futiously as a sylist works 
d1ligeniy 
hoy drcssd as a waiter. lis 
whort sits walching the pro 
Mue, providing a running 

Ommentary. 
Thne yung ladics strug 

glc with costumes in the 
wmer Iving to gct buttons 
done up before its time to go 
on. The dressing room is 
alive with clecricily. lhc 
door swings open, a man 
cnters and shouts, "Two 
minulcs, pcoplc." 

Dircctor Rob Johnstonc 
stands on chair in the middlc 
of thc room. The actos and 
actrcsscS gather around him 
in a scmi-circlc for a last 
minutc pep talk. Hc makcs a 
few comments about thc up 

coming performance and 
finishcs with "em cmber to 
have fun." As the players file 
out of the dressing room 
there sccms to bc fcw signs 
of nervcs and the bantcr they 
sharc revcals an underlying 
fceling of camaradcric. And 
it's this camaradcrie that has 
sustaincd the Kanata Thcalre 
Group for 25 years. 

On with the show 
"I docsn'1 take running 

an ad in a ncwspaper to make 
a thcatre group." said Mary 
Mauger. "it's 1 s the people in 
the group that make it work. 

But it was Mauger who 
Set the whccls in motion 25 
vears ago. She decided lo tcst 
the waters and see if there 

were any other residents in 
the fledgling communily of 
Kanata who sharcd her inter 
cst in thcalre. She ran an ad 
in the Kanata Standard invit 
ing residents to join an adult 
drama club. On Oct. 22, 1968 

the group held its first meel-
ing. About 13 people 
showed, which was a good 
response considering 
Kanata's population hovered 
zround 2,0(00. 

Now 25 ycars later, 
Kanata Theatre sports a 
membership of 20O0. 

However, this 25th an 
niversary scason is bil-
lcrswet for Mauger. 

She remembers the days 
when members hopped in 
vans wih kids in tow and 
Iravelled the couniryside 
looking for props or material 
for coslumes. 

"In those days Moms 
staycd at home and now mos! 
young Couplcs both have lo 
work...It was casier then." 

Evcn when the group was 
ficstSormed there was a sense 
of family that prevailed. 

When the group wasn't per 
forming, members would get 
together and socialize. 

She remembes suMmer 
days at Conslance Buy when 
Kanata Ilheatre members bc 
came known for soMe of 
Iheir antics on the bench. 
Aler performances mem 
bers would gather in 
someone's livingroom to 
dance or play charades. 

The "postuge stamp" 
stuge 

Laurence Thornton, an 
original member of Kanata 
Theatre, came lo the second 
mecting of (he group 
lhroughout the wintcr mem 
bers took lurns going to cach 
other's homes and rcading 
plays. Ihen, in April of 169, 

thc group dccidcd to takc to 
the slage and perform two 
one-act plays. Thornton 
remembcrs performing on 
"tbe postage stamp stage" at 
lepnen LeacCOCk bcfore Earl 
of March high school was 
built. Thc tiny stagc fostercd 
some crcative sct design and 
Crampcd acting. 

For that first production 
Thomion dirccted one of the 

Mary Maugcr the 
other. t went over very 
wcll," said Thornton. "A lot 
O people came Out... We had 
a good-sizcd audicnce for the 
size of the community. I 
don't think the audience rcal 
ized they had that much 
talent here." 

Ron Maslin turned face painting into profit. 

Plays 

l'cbruary 1993 waS Mourncd took the thcatrc company by many. 
"Ron Maslin turned up 

ubout a year-and--half after 
we got going and taught us 
how to do things properly. It 
was very cxciting to be 
dirccted by him," said 
Mauger. "I really wish he 
were here for this (25th an 
niversary)." 

To have someone as ver 
satile and talented as Maslin 
connccted wilh the group 
was considered a major coup 
by its members. Ilis con-
tribulion over the next 24 
ycars would prove invalu-
able and his death in 

"lle was phenomcnal," 
said publicist Jencfer 
Ilayncs. "Iherc was nothing 
he couldn't do. Lveryonc in 
Kanata Thcatre lookcd to 
him for guidance. We've 
been kind of floundering 
around since his death. 
Everyonc is asking, Who's 

Who's going to do the pro 
going to design thc poster? 

gram cover? What about spe-
cial cffects and make-up."He 
will be truly missed." 

"Ron Maslin had an enor 
O mous amount of talent, 

greater than I think he him 
sclf even realized," said Jim 
Holmes, president of Kanata 
Theatre and a 20-year mem 
ber. 

Holmes said Maslin was 
involved in all aspects of the 
theatre group. "Evcrywhcrc 
you turned, Ron's prescnce 

could be felt but hc often did 
things quictly without vOu 
cven knowing." 

Onc of the things Maslin 
did do that was quite well 
known was to help secure 
Kanata Theatre's financial 
future. In 1980 Maslin set up 

Enter Ron Maslin a clown-face painting booth 
Because of the rsponse at the Otlawa Exhibition. 

the troupe decided it was The booth was a success and 
time to tackle three one-act for the next seven years he 
plays. Ihis turmed out to be operated the service wilh the 
a very significant lime be- help of adults and students 
cause a chap came out who and cxpanded to local fairs 
obviously had a thcatre back- and company picnics. The 
ground. He was a very procceds went to Kanata 
talentcd man. Ile could Theatre. In thosc seven years 
desion and build scts, kncw 

hrovesl 
The new venue 

had sccured its place at the 
By 1971 Kanata Theatre 

new Earl of March high 
school. I was therc, during 
The Crucible that the group 

one step further. I'or t! the first 
timc thc show ran for thrcc 
nights to ravc revicws from 
the community. And by the 

out production of Key for Two. 

scasons' tickets. As its 
reputation grew so did the 
audicnce numbers and in 
1987 during the production 
of Key for Two Kanata 
Thcatre put up its first ever 
"Sold-Out" sign. 

Ted Mauger, Jenefer Haynes and Dorothy Gardner performed in the sold 

Kanata Theatre has 
Spawncd some stars of its 
own. Profcssional actress 
Diana Fajrajsl made her 
stage debut in Kanata 
Theatre's production of 
Snow White and Red Rose in 
1973 when she was 14 

appeared at the Stratford 
years-old. In 1983 Fajrajsl 

Fcstival and has also donc 
television specials. Her sister 
Andrea is a member of 
Kanata Theatre. 

Kristin Gauthier, another 
profcssional actress, got her 
start at Kanata Thcatre in 
1986 when she pcrformed in 

Oct. 29- Nov, 4 

1. INDECENT PROPOSAL 

2. ALADDIN 

Enter Laughing and went on 
to bccomc part of thc 
Canadian production of Les 
Miserables. 

3. COP AND A HALF (New) 
4. THE SANDLOT (New) 

5. A FAR OFF PLACE (Ne w) 
6. GROUNDHOG DA Y 

7. THREE OF NEARTS (Now 

8. SIDE KICKS 

9. INDAN SUMMER 

10. L0ADED WEAPON 1 

ing comes 25 years of 
mcmories and members 
carry with them a cache of 
good times. 

Thornton recalls a par 
ticularly verbose fellow who 
joined the group and boasted 
about his past theatre ex 
perience. The man was given 
the stagc manager's job 
during the production of 
Present Laughter. Thornton 
was directing the play. 

Remembering when 
With 25 ycars of perform-

"At the very end of a 
scene Ron was ina romantic 
clinch with Rosemary 
(Kencford) and the curtain 
was to close very quickly on 
the two," said Thornton. 

The stage manager 
missed his cue and an 
awkward moment left the ac-
tors wondering what to do 
ncxt but still in that clinch. 
"There was a perfectly death 
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*** 

** 

*** 

MPAA 

ly pausc. I was pacing back 
and forth thinking, 'What the 
hell is going on?" I was just 

about to ycll 'close thc 
curtain' when somcone 

backstagc rcalizcd what was 
happening and did it.' 

PG 

THE HITS ARE IN WHEN YOU'RE IN AT... 

Jenefer Haynes came to 
Kanata Thcatre 17 years ago 

quitc by accident. A 
woman approached her after 
an aerobics class and asked 
Haynes if she was interested 
in acting. The woman said 
the Kanata Theatre group 
was having a meeting and in 
vited Haynes to come along. 
"I didn't know I was 

auditioning for a part. I was 
totally oblivious to the whole 
thing. 

SUPERSTORE 

Anothcr thing Haynes 
wasn't aware of was the cos 
tume she would be wearing. 

"Your Video Rental Resort" 

The group had intended to 
do Moveover Mrs. Martin 
a British farce, and like most 

British farces the play called 
for a scantily dressed blonde 
with an accent. Haynes fit the 
bill to a T. 
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Maslin made ovcr $100,000 
for the theatre. And now, 

and act..Ron Maslin was a ) shrewd investments, 
ous gain lor Kanala hat egg is in the 

S250,000 to $275,000 range. 
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Jhe uons of The unatu lheatre group twere: 

1) 

2) 

To foster interest in Druma 

IIRODAICNON, 

this commun ity. 

To inrolke members in all theatrical activit ies for their mutual enjoyment. 

This - The groups's 25th seaSon ve celebrate a major milestone in it's personal history and can be proud to note that we ane also part of a worldwide tradition and have our own place in the history of Amateur Theatre. 

Al thestre springs from the same ultinate and universal source, the religious dances of prinitive peoples. They are still performed in parts of the world today. Tribal legends were acted out in dance and sona. passed �own from generation to generation. It could be said then that Theatre, in its very widest sense goes back to the dawn of humanty. 

In Greece, approxinately 534 BC, Thespis appeared on the scene. He was a poet and the original Thespian, a name frequen tly given to actors. It was Thespis who first introduced an actor to talk to the ChoruS, He 
had his own troupe, carting his actors around in a cart which doubled as a stage. It was from these sinole 
beginn ings that the age of Greek drama began. In fact, today's theatre dates from 330 BC and the stage 
area from AD 61. 

What motivates a group of people to unite and form a theatre group? Some disparaging critics sas the 

motive s exhibitlon Lsm or a desire for the social pleasure that comes with the production of a play wiih one's 

friends and acquain tances. In sone cases this may be true - but there are o ther reasons. Ihere are the 

groups who form just to produce one play - either church or school or fund raising groups - these groups 

have no con tin uous existence or overall policy. There is a second group of people who put on one or more 

productions in a year and are usually drama sections of larger organ izations such as Youth Groups, 

Women's Institutes or Community Centres. They are frequent competitors at the one-act play festivals, 

preferring to perfom comedies and farces. Then there is a roup - "The Little Theatres". These aroups are 

few in number but are important for artistic and aesthetic reasons. They either own or lease their buildings 

in which to perform a regular season of plays. Historically these groups were founded by people who 

originally gathered together for the express purpose of starting thei own theatre. To quote from The 

Oxford Companion to the Theatre' by Phylis Hartnoll: 

"The productions of these amateur Little Theatres and of some others are of professional standard. 

They show considerable enterprise in play selection an....aso provide the first training for those 

who wish to go on the professional stage. 

Amateur Theatre sometimes provides the only lve' theatre in thei towns. As well as providing a 

culture to the towns and cities, membership in a dramagroup also offers a useful cultural 

occupation for the leisure hours of folk in cities, small towns or country districts, providing a 

means of artistic selfexpression and a relieffrom the permanen tly 'work bound' state of the average 
mortal", 

Here in Canada - "this vast Domin ion, with it scattered population" - Canadians have come to depend very 
much upon themselves for amusement and have thus been very enthusiastic exponents of Lttle, Amateur or 
Community Theatre. It is actually the amateur groups here in Canadu, with their energy, that have 
contributed to the birth of Professional Theatre in this country in 1952 with the opening of the Shakespeare 
Playhouse at Stratford, Ontario. 

In Kanata, 25 years ago, a group of people did get together and 
contributed to the birth of Amateur Theatre in this City. We invite you to 
share in some of the milestones in the History of Kanata Theatre. 

"The Canterbury Tales" were left unfinished as indeed are the Tales of 
Kanata Theatre. So, with apologies to Chaucer, we look through our 
Archives, put quill to parchment and as we journey with you, share some 
tales found within their pages. 



In anata there nus on o lady 
1ho plaed a notar 
In the Chnmile 

tUnder the tçe 9dult Drumu Club". 
"An intution to all ham actors. 

Tleas jën us at our first meeting 
tbr 2nd S p.m. 12 San duvell Crescent. 
This w'ill pnvably be a play-rading group 
in it ialy but who nows how it may dewlop 
Just come along and bring your bright ideas with you!" 

It chanced that 3 residents 
Made up thei min ds that they would go 
Ether on curiosity or for pleasure - but 
In any caN they de termined to go. 
When rumours of this ven ture became known 
Others of the Group �id come 
Tll nouV they number countless more. 

Here I am cutting a long story short 
So to the story let us turn again -
These Foun ders made various 

Suggestions; they debated up and down; 
Many a subtle arqument was brought forth; 
Some spoke of acting and directing 
But finally, and in conclusion, 

790E TOUNDLRS' 24CE: 

In all of these they saw the advantage 
To put on a proper play. 

Now some will wish and expect, I inagine, 
That I should speak of all the large provision 
That the mounting of the plays 
Made for the performance to an audience; 
But you should kuow so grèat a preparation 
For an occasion of such high importance 
Is not to be recounted in a sentence! 

No need for further explanation -
I'l say that by rehearsal and hard work. 
Helped with costumes, sound and lights, 
Backed by sets and furniture 
Al were agreed, as you shall shortly hear, 
A successful venture set the stage 
Kanata Theatre truly had been born. 

TI/E TLE OT LTACOCK 

And once at Leacock on a single night 

Aihongh the place was fled with hespians 
By ticket sales the torUn folk, also came 
To view the talents of the founding few. 
Tvo one act plays they did enjoy 
"Lady Killers" and "Rise and Shine" the duo 

And what I tell you is honest truth! 

Then different folk,had different things to say, 
But for the most part were amused, and laughed -

Our first Three Act - Coward's "Present Laughter" 

Was staged- and none took umbrage at the tale -

In fact the Group did quicky grow 
And on a day in May - the 31st, 1970 A.D. 

The Constitution of Kanata Theatre came to be. 

At Leacock children's plays were also seen -
Ambition beat in every Thespian's heart 
To mount a play with sets not one but two -
This required a place to hamner, nail and screw! 
An old stone building amply met those needs 

Its prior use had been a village school 
But served our purpose till we marched to stages new. 



Ihe Thoup movd to a new perfoming hal 
( plar hah to this day they still call home) 

19(L CRUCIBLL 1MCL 

Quite bumn sav but for a wooden floor. 
\o e, no sound, no a'ings - and hark-no lights! 
The Dictor bade that they all act in accordance 

Wtk his dictate and he would undertake to sae them all 
Wtkout delay, or wasting time or speechifying. 

Now fetch into this hall - and hurry up -
Carpet rolls, painting troughs and sheets 
And hare in them enough provisions for 
Set, Costumes, Wings and Sound - there will be lights 

A day, that's all -we shan't need any more 
To hare the stage complete - we're well rehearsed 

For our debut in this, The Earl of March 

This production was a most ambitious thing 
S all productions are - at least they ought to be -
The actors struqgled in the dark- and muttered 
And the Diector with his own ears heard what they cried 
Where's the damned lights? Are they here?" 
AAmost he went out of his wits for fear, 
Most pitifully to his gods he prayed. 
But he was a man of qreat resource and so 
No-one did dare to dispute his behest. Thus, he went 
Where he expected lighs to be -And brought them back 
This deed is written in the chronicles 

There you may read the proud boasts he made. 
And fortune laughed; for she had had her fun 

The town folk,came and sat before a stage with blazing lights. 

I'e no desire to pad out my story 
With chaff and straw; I'l only give the corn. 
Why should I have to tell how royally 
They perfomed, or who took part, who painted, 
Who made the props, or who worked the lights? 
It all bois down to this: what can you say 
But that he Crucible" is a memorable play! 

want to hear 
Now pay atten tion, if you 
But frst, before proceeding any further, 
IfI don 't tell these stories in due order 

Whether of plays, or floats, or actors, 
According to the chronologic sequence 
As written in the archival books and if you find 
That I put some before, and some behind, 

Just as they chance to come to mind, 

I beg you to excuse my ignorance. 
For now our troupe, in town, are quite well known 

But if you like, then you shall hear my tale. 
In Spring - that is in the month of May -
The town folk, organize a fair. 
Many a labour and great enterprise 
They undertake - for lo! there are ribbons to be won! 
And so our Thespians of Kanata 
Made floats of all kinds of happenings, 
Built in their in initable wa 

MAYTAIR TULES 

Depicting tales, or plays or whirligig effects, 
Not drawn by horses but by a tractor, 
Accompaned by players, young and old, 
Al full of pleasure. I have in remembrance 
Some I'U be pleased to tell, as best I can. 
Who can forget our Punch e gudy story? 
Written by one of our own, it also has 
The distinction of being the ery first 
Endeavour of the trOupe in these Kanata 
Maufair celebrations. 
To buld the floats scarce takes any time 
Even when the sweet showers of May 
Tum into torrents, soaking haí and skin -
Still our troupe walked in procession. 
And they dd come to Knata from 
Beaverbrook, Katimavik, Glen Cairn, 
Bridlewood and yes, South March. 
The chiláren all did make great haste 
To be entertained each year by 
Wondrous tales of Giants, Witches and 

Of gallant kuights who rescued damsels 
With a single kiss. And by the tine 
The sun had gone to rest, the tractor 
And the float well put away -our actors 
Met and danced the night away. 



w man N ßritons Aold in gnat honour, 

witan gat motrr so history doeres 

e tr dad lezrv a egucy and boome d part of history 
in Gnhcr land kis legay, his name, wrote into a song 

hat thas day Nith one dond and right on cue 

tkering of our trouje will start a chorus if 
(r theë mutst has held the floor too long. 

Fut et me not giv long pramble to this tale 

(rele u may hvqin to sing before ils told. 

It harened quite by chance, an nglish gentlemun 
ho. at tones uus quite erboe, chanced upon 
Na he uished to dinct so lost no tüne 

In cming to the troupe and made his wishes cear. 
Rudtans held, he quickly chos his cast and crw 

To perom the play "Cloyd George Knew My Tather". 

Now n this plas. I hasten to tel you, for it is of note 
That, in ful rrqalu, the cast did sing "Lloyd Gjeorge" 
To the tery fine tune of "On ward Christian Soldiers". 
The play it was a gTeat sucess- enjoyed by the toUnsfolk 
(Though onc fair uWench was heard to squeal 
uhen she Tereized the mouse!) And when the play was done 

The Actors u'ished to gather and honour their Director. 
Thei speechus wer short as they did utter thanks -

Ther the man of many words stood to speak- quite skifully 
But long - and een longer for his words were music 
To kis ears - but to the crowd who gathered patiently 
Watng to quench their thirst and feed their hunger 
The words were weighty. And then a mumur started, 

Hushed at fust, then gathering in strength until 
The rafters rang to the sound of singing these words: 
"Cloyá George krew my Father, Father kuew Lloyd George". 

And so the message dil resounl louf and clear. 

yhe hapless Dinctor smiled and acku ovle dged their chant 
nd finished his discourse. The fest ing und merrymaking 
Did now begin in earnest. And yet this was indeed 

An auspicious occasion for now should anyone stand to speuk. 
And seem to speakforerer -With but one voice the troupe will sing 
Whut has now become its song -and I hud best finish my tale 

Tor I feur I hae gone on too long! 



In theë Rwy thee noble players 

nt on plaus in the original Frit ish tongue, 
Tanxs, omedks, �nmas 

r ampanicd by musal instruments. 

Ohe l ul be pleasd to tell as best I can 

"My Thr Angels. though Angels they tvere not 
Nsnded through a hole high up there 

tlr in the house guble, on the south side 

nd just abore the stable so they could pass 
Thrvugh freely on their wy. 

TRODRUCIiON ALIS 

The colours that were used for paint and dåe 

Were wam as warm as warm as they could be. 

Tu'o of the Noted Bard of Avon's stories 

wer enjoyed. Critics revicved 

"Shakespear in Kanata - just as We Like It!" 
Tnter Farce! What happens then? 

Townsfolk clap thei hands 
And, if I'm not mistaken - stand and cheer. 

Wiuh "Xey For Two" a sold out sign displayed. 
And in the nether regions earms great accolade. 

A 
F 

KEY SoLD ouT 

Once on a ttne, 4s old histories tell us 

There was a bos Whose name was Peter 

Who was of Neverland Lord and Governor. 
He to Kanata came to tell of one of his adventures. 
With rein deer, snoUman and a living egg 

They chamed the chldren with 
Music and in victory did rescue 

MTRRIT CHÍRISTMAS TALTLS 

The Venerable Santa from an icicle - and trust me, 
Were it not to long to here, 
I would hae told you fully of the manner 

In which he Grizzle Grump forsook his evil ways. 
Was presented with a gift and became quite happy! 

But listen well for there is still to share 
Another Merrie Christmas Treasure! 
The inage of the coordinator was marvellous 
As she steered the entire production of "Christmas Carol". 
Al the members throughout the entire length 
And breadth of this troupe 
Were so captured in her noose. 

Why should I not tell you as wel of all 
The houses that were painted on the wall 

The jagged, broken tombstones, all carved 
burnished styrofoam. And there 

Across the stage, with stare intent 
There stood the temple of Mars Armipotent, 
Grasping a wall of eternal adamant 
As if a gale were breaking every bough. 
And full of choristers was that crowded stage 
Each brandishing lighted lamps. 
And through the doors a wintry glinmer shone, 
There you could see the Ghosts - all three. 
And hidden from his night-capped head down, 
The fiqure of Serooge in his bed. 
You saw the snowflakes gently drifting down 
On one side of the stage - the other, a raging blizzard! 
At last the play was done. The bills were in. 
The coordinator tallied all and 

Was wonderfully pleased when this was done. 
But, that's enough of Christmas - it's tine 
To speakof Clowns. 

Made sts of all (in ds of trappings, 



4 usty rutnts and distinguished beant. 

nd pw lwas w hope to find. 

Ae had a gnt lr of musi and the arts, 

ed uenNr Rus he as uell. 

It s he ah conrird a gnat notion to 

SiN Rns or d home of our own. 

te tuugtt a tale uhüch you shall hear. 

te arnt busly designing masks 
Of hte alahaster and red conl, 
Then taught thes plendid pictures, 
The forms, the hapes, the faces and designs, 
Nnd gare them numbers, one to twenty-four 
Thess uen painted in their order on the wall, 

hd many more than I can mention here. 

To suer Carniials he too his pain ters. 
There in the blazing sun and Autumn rain 

They painted out his pictures on living canvas. 
Theq worked valiantly, and travelled far, 
Ta to forciqn countries - in thet hands 
A ponge and brush; they did joust and sing 

Ls well as druw andpaint. Their work was neat, 
They had learmt well. Neer soiled fingers 
y dipping deep into the paints; when using 
Water, they were careful not to spill 
So much as one small drop upon the table. 
They had to wipe thet brush so clean, 
No siqn of paint on aprons was there seen. 
His effors, and those of trusty helpers 
Filled money bags - the treasure hoard was great. 
And now the treasure has increased in value, 
Be sure to know of it as I can tell. 

This noble Thespian, uwho from the moment 
That he frst began his unigue endeavours 
Achived much - I'l say no more of hin, exept 
We think of him wiuh fondness and affection. 

It happened that one Season 

In a Distant Trovince 

The troupe made ready to set out 

On tour to Mont Ste. Marie, 

Tor they were Thespians all. 
They came to the hostelry, 
Some nine and twen ty in the company, 
Folkof all kind -set, sound, props 

And Actors too! One of their company 
Had arranged to take two plays 
One for the village folk, the other for the childers. 

But, before I go further with this tale 
It seems reasonable to men tion 

These Thespians spoke not the foreign tongue. 
The Childer delighted in the tale 
of Alice in her Wonderland, while 

0N, TOUR TALLS 

The Aduls wondered what had come to their land! 
With leaking pipes and 
The Performers somehouw muddled through. 
And undeterred by this great adven ture 
The Troupe once more took to the roads. 
This time a stately mansion, close to home, 
The well remarked MeDonald Club 
Where still another rabbit trod the boards -

Although he made no appearance, 
The revellers applauded the "Harvey" cast! 

MA 

CHARTER 

her's mo �outt ar can dll say so. 

frothy brew, 



Vhe dntY tA in the mùdst then and then, 

And sid G mrle. listen all of you! 
That ws a frst-ute play u hod just nov! 

l can sv that ww talen ted Ihesrins 

hat ais the man to spea? hat phisoboly!" 
My cat and cru all, hear me!" the diector excla ined, 

\on ut ww wit!" the cw agred, 
he neqt thing ur l be getting is lengthy notes. 
This Foloa is going to instrut or expound us!" 
1! rnd the Diictor - "l warn you in advance, 
hat l uish to say ull please you. 

Wt ar sviable foll, and fond of parties 
Cne, N må quests, share food and wine and friendship!" 
Andso l hare a tale to tell, 
A mery tale - one for the whole company. 
From the tüne this (indly Dirrctor 
Saw the camaraderie that grew among the troupe 
In shaed endeavours, the tradttion grew 
For cast nd crew to join for some Tefreshment 

Once rehearsing and performing had been done; 
it chanced they al went to a nearby home, 
Vhen they had made provision for supplies 
of food and drink and other necessaries, 

HATPY MOUR VCTS 

There to amuse themseles for the night. 
They danced, they played at pool and sometines darts! 
And what a delight it was to hear them sing 
Till sunriss, when the day began to spring. 
And here I leae off my tale -for sure 
I could tell you many, many more! 

But let's go on now, and see who'l be next 
Of all this carowd to tell another tale. 

I'd say it was your tun to tell a story, 
If you'd care For different folk 

Haw different things to say. 
My poor old tongue may rattle on and on 
of performances and stories past and gone. 
What else is left save to say that 
When Kanata Theatre's tales haw been told 
There is not one among us, young or old 
Who will not say it is a noble story, 
Well worth remembering. 

Listen, friends, with right goodwl, 
And beliew me I shall tell 

of the merry capers 
of that troupe with so much spirit, 

whether for performing plays or frolicking, 
Whose name is Kanata Theatre. 

It was born in a small hamlet 

In Canada far beyond the sea, 
And Kanata was the place. 
And its founders had much courage. 
They lvedin this place 
of rocks, ponds and trees, 
A stalwart troupe - the theatre grew, 
Belief was in their hearts 
That this hamlet would grow 
And one day become a city 
And want a Theatre troupe -
For in that City there was none. 
There flourished talent of every sort, 
Like painting scenery, stitching cloth, 
Making props and many more; 
And building platforms of great height, 
Whether they be used each play 
Or put away in store. 
But this troupe sO weary was 

From carting scenes at the Earl -
Upstairs! Downstairs! Countless times 
They voted there and then 
If they built their own space 
Staircases? Ihere'd be none! 

yet listen, friends, to my tale 
For the hamlet's now a City! 
Could the troupe a Playhouse built 
With thei hard-earned treasure? 

They gathered ranks - they had to fight 
A monstrous giant whose heads were three. 
But they han their dreams and 
The love of the footlights 
As have other theatre troupes 
Witk perfoming halls so fine 
Perhaps one day.... 

TDT TPILOGUT 

hm' al wr loes, ws Py God you did!" 
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Annmarie Copple 

Dorothy Beak Do-Your-Own-Thing even ings introduced by Annmarie Copple 
Marg Allen and Gwen Knight 

First Kanata Theatre Newsletter written by 

MORE T'RIVIA 

Kanata Iheatre Clown Faces 
Margot Beak and Cheryl Knight and continued on with 

Originally started in 1979 by student members 

FUNDRASING 

over 135 productions 
37 or more children's plays for a total of 

98 Performances, including 1 musical 

PRODUCMONS 

lan RoberAson Jane Mavby John LeClerc Paula Wikie 
Diana Fajarajsl Kristen Gauthier Rosemarie Lawless 

FROM AMATEUR T0 PROTTESIONAL 

Bob Horsey Barry Kik. Bill Wiliams 
Annmarie Copple Jim Holmes Dorothy Beak 

Laurence Thorn ton Brooke Kenneford Rosemary Scott 
Bob Horobin Dewi Wiliams Ron Maslin Jin McIntosh 

TRESIDENTS 1968 - 1993 

Raemary Scott Eufron Wiliams Dewi villiams Mary Mauger Ted Mauger Guen Knight Tlsie Bryant 

TOUNDIR MIMBERS (Acte) 

1968 - 1994 
ON SIAGI: TRÊVa 



Kanata Theatre 
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