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This comic fable in two acts 1akes
place in the village of Kulyenchikow

in the times of long ago

Nell Robertson
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Kanata cast makes the unbelievable believable

Thomwwv
is, Kanata Little Theatre

ol arh M S

Until Saturday, 8 p.m.

By Iris Winston
Gitiron comespondent

Fools was not one of Neil Simon's
greal successes on Brondway. This
is probably because this whimsical
an light hearted Moy tale 1 30 un:
like the usual Simon offerings.

Best known for such plays as

Barefoot in the Park and The 0dd
Couple, Simon retains his penchant
for one-liners in Fools, but other-
wise delivers an uncharacleristic,
though still quite appealing and
amusing play with this little fable.

Set in the village of

Kulyenchikow somewhere in Rus-
sia many years ago, Fools tells of
the curse of stupidity placed on the
villagers 200 years before.

Only the marriage of the vill
doctor's beautiful davghter to the

wicked count, or the same malden’s

becoming intelligent after 24 hours

of Instruction from the new school-

master, can break the curse. Not

Loo likely, you say. But this is o fairy
e and love will conquer all.

This Kanata Little Theatre pro-
duction maintains a good balance
between the improbable and the
possible, thereby overcoming many
of the weaknesses Inherent in a
seript that requires characters to
slip in and out of stupidity.

There is just enough clowning —
when Lenya (Rosemary Keneford)
is told to lower her eyes and so
bends her knees, for instance —
and real feeling between the young
lovers, Leon the schoolmaster (Rob
Johnstone) and Sophia the maiden
(Kristin Gauthien to mabe the foul
ish funny and the unbelievable be-
lievable and entertaining

Director Brooke Keneford strikes
the right note when he leads the
cast to the brink of melodrama and
pantomime. The wellchosen cast is

—————————r

effective nnd cnlleslve Light and  ning's entertainment.

fufty as Fools provides an

amusing nnd undemnndlnl eve-  for the Citzen)

(ins Winston covers community theatre

Charles Haines (CBC Radio) says

“Gregor Yousekevitch® (N
production of Fools. Lookis

Rick Spencer and Joanna Woodhouss. This comedy

Earl of March Theatre. Pl
Photo by Anita Antonucci.

eil Robertson) waves his fist In Kanata Theatre'
ing on are (from left) Ted Mauger, Wendy Higgin:
runs Jan. 15-18 in th
eose call the box office at 592-1715 for ticket

"...long drive to Kanata worth it"

-can only be described by superlatives"

"...is a collector’s item, worth going to"

.Ienjoyed it!"

I sat goggled-eyed"

'...a suitcase(!) of a play"

FOOLS

A Kanata Theatre Presentation
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