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in the Theatre

Bedroom farce campy look at post-war Europe

By Krista Forrester
Staff wniter

The play, Look, No Hans
staged last week by Kanata
Theatre, is a campy, fun farce
describing the attitudes prevalent
in post-war Europe.

Fisher is a salesman for a

British car company who lives and
works in Berlin, and doubles as a
spy.
A dayin the lifc of this man is
a grab hag of spying, sclling cars,
being marricd, and extra-marital
affairs. When Cadwallader
(another British spy) shows up
unexpectedly, all the parts of
Fisher's world come crashing
down around him. And Fisher has
10 think fast, creating claborately
bizarrc storics, just to get himsell
through the day in onc picce.

1Cs an appropriatcly unlikely

Theatre Review
Look No Hans

Kanata Theatre

Ear of March High School
Oct. 2427, 8 p.m.

lot, but the cast pulled it off and

ad the audience on Thursday
night gulfawing al the slapstick,
bedroom humor.

Under direction by Rosemary
Keneford, the play moved
smoothly, the actors used the
stage’s space well, and pauscs
were properly pregnant with
mcanin

Brooke Kencford (Fisher) did
a great job as the confused and
harricd car-salcsman-cum-intel-
ligence officer. He had the crowd
in stitches with his excellent

delivery of strange cxplanations
for the three scantily-clad woman
who romped through his housc.
Ted Mauger, as Cadwallader,
played a greal straight man to the
funny-man Fisher, altcrnately cx-
pressing suitable outrage and
confusion with the goings on.
Gwendy Tolley (Fisher's Ger-
man mistress, Heidi), Jenefer
Haynes (Mitzi, the stripper), and
Salley Rancy (Fisher's wife,

Monica) were all funny, and
adept at deking in and out of
rooms when the occasion
demanded. Eufron Williams
(Tregunter-Jones) perfectly
delivered some of the play’s most
hilarious lincs in her role as the
car-company representative of
ambiguous gender.

The world's constantly in flu.

And with the end of the cold
war, and particularly the disman-

of the Berlin wall, there have
been recent, dramatic changes in
global politics. On a more basic
level 100, feclings about alcohol
use, women's roles and the gay
lifestyle have recently changed.
So, the humor in Look, No Hans,
might not be everyone's cup of tea,
but Kanata Theatre put or + good
show and kept Thursday  hi's
crowd roaring with laughtc
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, Brooke Keneford and Salley Raney In rehearsal for the farce ‘Look No Hans,*
e Mm&gotre's n;m production playing In thekar of

March Theatre, Oct. 24-27
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If it's silliness you.Wam,L .
in Kanata they do it well

Dy Barbara Crook
11 you want an Idea al the n’rvi
of comedy 1o capec! from ihe K&
¢ rduction of Look
tata Theatis (1
No Nans (hnk of coriy jores
‘Nl hail vorny Jokes Jokes thal
ate s ouitagr Jou Just have 10
Taugh  tven thuugh you know
ey re silly
Then 1A
roam and discorering
Is acting crary and
v anly ot wha doesn 't
been (o Anow what's guing on
inally hink of women running
+ around in thelr umiersear, an es
hnage case In which po one
Lisowes who the " woand a een
\ral character who needs a com
puler o ke Arach ol hin fibs
I all aly up to a4 very silly
pul very funny farce by Iritish
laywrights John Chapman and
Kln hael Pertwee
And thaoks 10 director |lose
) wame of Ka
Motn Theatte's best (arco per
forers nel & moment ol the
Qumedy in wasted
The hapless hero of Lok No
“fluns s Ivter Fisher (Nrooke
Kenelord), & Dritish car dealer In
Weal lherlin (0 the days before the
Wall came dawn 1l main occt
pations are (rying to keep v
Wife (Sally Naney] from (inding
ol abent his new German wirl
{riend (Gwendy Tolley) and spying
on industry for (he British govern
ment
fut he's rather (nept e can't
Sl any cars, he mixes up the
Satds on the Nowers he senils (o
fis women, and he con’t decade
any of his secret messages
Enter Mr Cadwallader (Ted
Mauger), a senfor British spy In
town to meel a secrel agent
named 1lans and get the informa
flon he has stolen from the Ttus
[

walking Into 0
g cveryone

arund you
e the

ians

The fact that Cadwallader has
A habit of climinating agents
whose persunal lives intorfere
with his work makes Ihings par-
\eularly awkward for Fisher
espeeially when he recelves 2
birthday telegram from a fetching
blonde stripper (Jenefer Haynes)
and has to explain her presence (0
the no-nonsense agent

Fisher's explanations gel crazl
er and crarler. Cadwallader gets

This kind of farce 1s (ough to
pull ol but director Kenelord
N het cant succeed admirably
The cotrances. lines and reactions
are suttably (rantic. and the char
acters semse of comstant bewiider
Tent 18 hilario

Nirooke Keneford i« particularly |
wellcast as Fisher Shawing off
s magtialarts skille hiding | / |
waren baRmd coatracks and un i i
et couch cushions pretending his ] .
wile (s really o homicidal sex ma
atac. Keneford's rising panic 18
harely hdden behind his quick an
wers and hearty o lidence

Mauger is Al a treal. keeping
o comically stralght faco whether
he's marching aronnd with
grouchy olficlousness ot hohhling
with #  full of buckshol
et even o moment of
seriisness from Look No Hans

Just a great deal of williness
done vory wel

his year, as Kanala
In store for Kanata oers IS VYkav No Hans

season Wi e I school auditorium. Here.

bsday at the Ea jrom the play.
Keneford rehearse a pivotal scene e By s Farasl

madder and madder, and Hans
sulll doesn’t come — or does he?

Kanata Theatre: ' an invitation to all ham actors’

By Krista Forrester
Staff writer

“Asmall a0, cryprically worded
appearcd in Kanata's loca
newspaper. “An invitaton to all
ham actors.. Just come along and
bring your bright ideas.

It was 1968 and Mary Mauger
was looking for kindred spirits.
About 15 people showed up that
fall cvening at Ted and Mary
Mauger's house, 0 read plays, cal
cookics and chat about theatre.
Mauger remembers that time,
Jaughing. "We were lucky 0 a
people who knew more about
theatre than we did.

Twenly-two years later that
small group has become Kanata
Theatre, boasts a list of 185 mem-
bers. puts on four plays every year,

and is an established amateur com-
pany.

But it hasn't been casy, and
conditions are still not ideal. Today
the plays are staged in the am-
phithcaire of Earl of March High
School. On a recent rehearsal night,
Jim Holmes, publicist for the
group. gave a tour of the school
which is home 10 Kanata Theatre.
And explained the school wasn't
really designed to accommodate
the necds of regular theatre produc-
tions.

“Every scrap of [umiture used
during a play has to be carricd each
step you're about (0 walk,” says
Holmes, during a winding path
through the cool corridors of the
school. “It's an cighth of a mile.
I've paced it oul mysell.”

Not surprisingly, a lot of the
company's energy gocs into just
moving the props and sct. “We
have 10 organize moving parties,”
describes Holmes, smiling wilh
something less than total cn-

group of peaple who had come out

on 3 cold and rainy Tuesday night

(o rehcarse their upcoming play arc
isly determined 10 put on 2

good shiow.

Kanata Theatre is an amatcur

company, no one is paid, and most

Members of Kanata Theafre hamming it up during
rehearsal for the upceming play. "Look No Hons®

K.F. Photo.

of the participants have full-time
jobs during the day. They started
working on the current play
“"Look, No Hans", at the end of
August, and have rehearsals about
three times a week in the evenings
and weekends. The finished
production runs four nights in Oc-
lober.

That's quite a commitmen
especially when many of the safii.
people arc involved, in some
capacity, in other plays throughout

the year.

"\We havea very dedicated core
group that scem (o be around from
September to April,” describes
Dorothy Beak, producer of e cur-
rent play. "Many other people

come in and move out wilh cach
production.”

About 30 people are involved
behind e scenes for diis play, in

—

addition to the cight actors on
stage. Prompling, sei design and
construction, box-office, lighting --
everylhing relies on the good
graces of volunicers.

~And its a good leaming en-
vironment, says Beak, "l ry (o have
cxperienced members work with
newer people, and we Lry Lo involve
newcomers onstage as well as
backstage.”

“Some people start oul back-
stage and say they'll never go
onstage, but then you convince
them o take @ small rolc in a play,
and suddenly you've created a
‘monster,” Holmes adds, laughing

Wilh grants from Theatre On-
Lario, the company also trics (o pro-
vide its members with one or two
workshops per year.

"We ask around as to what
people would like 1o leam about,
and then we have a Lraining session
onit," says Beak.

Love of theaire is what keeps
them going. One actress, Jenefer
Haynes, has becn a member of
Kanata Theatre for 15 years, and
this will be the 20th play she’s been
in.

"I have four children and work
duning the day. So [ have a busy
life." says Haynes with slight un-
derstatement. “Theatre is an outlet

for me. and about the only thing [
do for myself. IU's good for reluxa
tion. [ love it."

That's a feeling cchoed by the
others, and clearly obvious in the
infamous Kanata Theatre scrap
books. Four enormous albums
document cach and cvery play the
group has ever done. Posters, hand-
bills, revicws, photos - all have
been lovingly preserved for
posterity, and are evidence of the
growing sophistication over the
years of the sets and plays.

This year, the season’s linc-up
includes three comedics and onc
"heavy” play. Holmes describes the
first play as “wildly light, a totlly
unredeeming farce.”

With three weeks left before the
play opens, director Rosemary
Keneford is satisfied the cast
knows their lines, but could do with
abitof work on the pacing. “It's the
difference between getting a laugh
from the audience, and not,” ex-
plains Keneford.

They've come a long way from
a play reading in the Mouger
household 22 yearsago, but they‘re
always on the lookout for fresh
1alent.

‘Any lime is the best Lime 1o get
involved with Kanata Theatre,
says Holmes.
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