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The play 18 8ot in o homae of the Revorond and Monica Lloyd
omly autumn, the present time
ACT 1

Scone 1 About 8 o'clock. evoning
Sceno 2 About one hout Intor

ACT 2
Scone 1 Momonts lator
Scone 2 The next aflornoon
Scene 3 Filteen minutes lator

There wittbe an intermission between Acts Tand 11 during which a bar and

refieshment service will be available in the foyer,

SINNERS is produced by spocial arrangament with
PLAYWRIGHTS UNION OF CANADA
54 Wolseloy St 2nd. Floor, Toronto, Onlario

“Can this be true love?", says Rosemary Keneford to Jake Bums
in Kanata Theatre's production of Norm Foster's madcap farce,
Sinners. The play runs at the Earl of March auditorium May 9 to 12.
Ticket information 592-1715,
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Jack Bumns tries gamely to resist Tania Carriere's pointed invitatior
in this scene from Kanata Theatre's upcoming production of Sinners
a farce by Norm Foster. The play will run at the Earl of March audito-
rium May 9 to 12. Ticket information: 592-1715
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Theatre Review

Stale plot, stilted dialogue sink Sinners farce

By Amanda Gibbs

A pastor’s wife with an uncon-
trollable sexual appelite seems 1o
be the big gag in Nom Foster's,
Sinners. Unfortunately, the joke’s
‘more boring than funny.

‘This farce, staged last week by
the Kanata Litde Theatre, has all
the pucrile comedic clements one
could ask for, slamming doors,
mistaken identitics and oooh....
naughty sex.

Tt scems that Reverend Lloyd's
wifc, Monica is no docilc, lca-sip-
ping represeniative of her
husband's stately position. She
reads trashy novels and has illicit
affairs with men all over town,
Sounds likc this "tramp," a gencric
type Lo be found in most farces, is
going 10 have to be punished.
Enter upholsterer Peter Kramer

Mild-mannered Peter is just
Tooking for rouble when he hooks
up with this woman. When the
good rev walks in on their adul-

terous and somehow
ends up with his brains bashed in,
she convinces Kramer that he has
killed her clerical hubby. Monica
ives on the Mip side of religious
picty, she's ... well, downright evil.
She encourages Peler to continue
his rampage by killing an unas-
suming visitor to the scene of the
crime.

By this time Peter is pretly
stressed out and is considering
doing just this, when he finds out
the unthinkable -- Monica s cheat-
ing on him with another man. This
gives him the chutzpah he nceds to
deal with this wicked woman. Ina
seeming act of divine justice she
accidentally Kills herself -- "how
convenient” as the church lady
would say.

By this time the giddiness has
reached a fever piich, and it would
secm as though the madcap
hilarity would never end. But Act
Wwo s far weaker than the already
weak Act one, and limps along 10
its conclusion.

‘The performers, however, did
not end up limping as their script
did. Jack Bums as the put-upon
Peter, gave a performance of great
cnergy and timing. He was worth
walching when the action got dull.
Tanya Carricre, however, did not
exude as much "vampiness® or
mean spiritedness as the nasty
Monica probably should. The
character may well represent a

complex duality of good and evil,
but Carricre’s performance
seemed a litde heavy on the good.

Rosemary Kencford was good
as the sort of every neighbor,

Keneford tmed in fine perfor-
mances as busy body Carolyn
Cavanagh and good old boy, and
police chicf Roy Cavanagh, DufTy
Wilkinson was corpse-like as the

Dianc Gillis. Even though her dead Reverend Lloyd.

character was intended to be a vic- ‘The farce is a popular theatrical
tim, Kencford gave: form, and i ithoutits
of surprising strength and didn’t _ merits. But arc there not plays
let Diane become wimpy.

Wendy Higgins and Brooke

which engage audicnces in the
lives and minds of characters?
Which move and catertain without
sexist, slapstick humour? [U's pos-
sible that this wriler was in the
same auditorium as about 500
hundred other people and yet saw
a completely different play, one
that wasn't rite, goofy and slightly
offensive. But probably very few
of these audicnce members have
had one of these characiers pop
into their heads or care about them
or the play. 1 know L haven'tand [
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