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ON THE TOWN

Recurring characters featured in Of the Fields Lately

Playwright David French has
had a long fascination for two of
his characters.

Jacob and Mary Mercer, the
central figures in Kanata Theatre'
next play, “Of the Ficlds, Lately",
have becn featured in not just one
but four plays by French. Begin-
ning with “Salt Water Moon" set in
Newfoundland in 1926, and ending

With“Of the Ficlds, Lately”,
French has taken these two charac-
ters on a voyage from Newfound-
land to Toronto and from youth to
middle age.

The first of the four plays is
“Leaving Home", set in the late
1950's. This play was one of the
most successful Canadian plays
produced bel‘ou the early 19705

Page 12 » The Kanata Standard - Wednesday, March 21, 1990

“Of the Fields, Lately” was the
scquel It won for French the pres-
tigious Chalmers Award in 1973,
After a long absence from the
Mercers, French has now written
two “prequels”, “Salt Water
Moon" set in 1926 when the Mer-
cers were in the first blush of youth
and romance, and “Nincteen
Forty-Nine” set appropriately

ON THE TOWN |

kanata theatre

presents

OF THE
FIELDS,

LATELY,
by

Bob Knight and James Russell in a scene from Kanata Theatre's
forthcoming production “Of the Fields, Lately,” by David French to be
presented in Earl of March Theatre, March 28 to 31.

enough in the Newfoundland of
the confederation debate in the
year 1949,

The relationship of Jacob and
Mary is central to each of the four
plays. Kanata Theatre's production
of “Of the Fields, Lately” is the

| first of these plays to be performed

photo by Marcus Fajrajs!

by the company, although it has

done one other David French play,
the comedy “Jitters”.

The production dates are

March 28, 29, 30 and 31 in the Earl

of March Theatre. Ticket informa-
tion may be obtained by calling
592-1715.

L DAVID
FRENCH

“Of the Fields, Lately,” the second of David French’s three plays
about the Mercers, Newfoundland expatriates in Toronto, deals
lovingly and humorously with the unending search for under-
standing between generations.

March 28 — 31, 1990

In the Earl of March Theatre
Curtain at 8:00 p.m.
Box Office — 592-1715
DON'T MISS IT!

Raney and Dew! Willlams rehearse a scene from Kanata Thealtre's upcoming pro-
:!::ﬂ::m‘k:;llzds thz!y, which runs at the Earl of March auditorium Mar. 28-31. For more informa-
tion, call §92-1715.
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ON THE TOWN

Kanata Theatre makes donation

Dy Jim Molmes

Thanks 0 n geant from Kanata
Theatre, the Carleton Donrd of
Lducation has made bl
impravement (o the lighting of the
el of March Theatro stnge,

Kanata  Thenatre  donnted
$10,000 townrds the cost of o new
lighting system, The system was In
aperation January 8, just in time
for the company's recent produc-
tlon of *And n Nightingale Sang*.
“That play featured one of the most
complex lighting plots in the com-
pany's 21 year history,

The donatlon covered about
hall the cost of the new system.
The other half came from the
CIE's malntenance and support
budget. “Replacing the ning
cquipment was probably chenper
than repairing i1, said CBE pro-
Jects officer, Dick Wells,

There were no strings ttached
1o the Kanata Thentre contribu-
tion, entre presi-

n.said Kanatn Th
dent, Bill Williams,

“Naturally,” he said,"we hope
our excellent relationship with the
school continues and that we will
enjoy the use of the thentre and ity
fcilities in the future ns we have in
the past.*

The new sysiem is expected to
mect the needs of Kanntn Thentre,
the school and community groups
Who will use the theatre for many
yeurs to come.

Although this is the largest

donation Kanatn Theatre hag
made, it Is not the first. The com-
pany has contributed in cnsh or
kind In the past for such things as
stago curtains, lights, plntforms,

slage ramps, stairs and other fech-
nleal Improvements. In addition it
has supportcd many high school
productions by the lonn of scts and
costumes and by the furnishing of
advice and lnbor,

As lighting desigaer for Night-
engale’, Willlams was the first 1o
use the new equipment and 1 func-
tioned perfectly, he reported. The
new comouter-controlled teehnalo-
£y means the new system provides
for greater flexibllity while being
simpler and more cost effective

than the old one, he said.

For the technology minded, the
new system can drive 48 lighting
channcls, compared 10 30 for the
old. The aystem hns n computer
controlled *Strand :Action” con-
trol panel which can remember 100
scttings as well ns providing special
clfects such ns light patterns which
respond to recorded music. The
previous system could manage
only five scitings at a time, and so
*lts use for productions llke
“Nightengale® presented quite o
challenge.*

“This is n good joint venturc,”
said CBE trustee Hal ansen, *It's
anather example of fine co-opera-
tlon between the Board and Kana
1a Theatre.”

By Darlene Macdonald
Kanato Kourler statt

"Why weren't there
teachers like this when I was in
school?" ran through my mind
as 1 did this interview,

Perhaps there were, but 1
was just never lucky enough to
run across one like Bob Lackey
from St Paul's High School,

‘This 38-ycar old Glen Caim
resident approaches his work
with the same Zest, creativity
and fun-loving philosophy he
puts into the rest of his life.

Asked about his popularity
with his students, he modestly
shrugs and says, "It's probably
more what | teach,"

As a drama teacher, he
provides an opportunity for
young people 10 creale, and
that, he admits, is something
they are not given a “great deal
of freedom 10 do in other clas-
ses.”
In his tenth year at Si.
Paul's, Lackey is anlicipating a
move to the new Catholic high
school in Kanata in Sepiember,
“I'm looking forward 1o
being a pioncer,” he says witha
grin.
The change comes ata good
time for the spirited Kanatan,

Over the past few years, his
timetable has been so chock full
ithasleftlitde time foranything
else, and he does not anticipate
his fast-paced schedule will
change even though his place of
work is changing.

He now serves as chiel
negotiator for the Secondary
School teachers of the Carleton
Roman Catholic Secparate
School Board. Because of the
sensitive nature of his position,
he chose not (o discuss that pan
of his lifc for this interview.

Besides his courses, which
have covered the entire
academic gamut over the years,
he also directs school plays,
Last year's successful and
popular Annc of Green Gables
was the first full-scale musical
for St. Paul’s.

"ltcreates a real community
spirit among the cast and crew
doing one of hese plays," he
says, currently in the middle of
this year's production of the
comedy Jitlers."

His admiration and respect
for his students is obvious,

"I don’t know whether its
their zeal or their enthusiasm of
putting 100 per cent behind
everylhing they do, but | find

they are inspicational and life-
giving tome."

"And," he adds, "if you love
the subject you teach, that trans-
lates 1o the kids. It's like a co-
median performing; if the
audience laughs, that gives the
performer energy. The same
Boes in leaching and 1 love that
fecling.”

The tragic deaths of a
couple of his students also
deeply affected him, At one
point he broke down, and used
the incident 10 explain o his
class that teachers "really do
carc about them even if it isn'
stated openly.”

"You really have 1o make
yoursell vulnerable at times,
where they sense you're a
human being and (hat you're
noL just someone doing a job."

And 'just doing a job" has
never  been  Lackey's
philosophy of teaching. Not
even the year he taught a Grade
2 class and spent a "great deal
of time taking the kids 1o the
bathroom."

“Invariably, 90 per cent of
the time when someone comes
upand asks ‘can we do...", 1 say
'yes.' That's something they
don't experience a lot."

He often thinks it would be
ideal to have a course in which
all teachers would submit dif-
fcull concepts to the drama
teacier who in tum would coor-
dinate productions.

These five or ten minute
productions would incorporatc
the concepts and through the
use of drama make the point,
add varicty 1o the class and keep
the student’s atiention,

Whether a video or a live
production, this use of drama
could provide a useful lcarning
toal,

"You can rest assured that
those kids who sc¢ it are never
going to forget that concept. I'm
very comfortable with that.
Some teachers aren't because
they don't want 1o feel their
classes are cut of control. There
is a lot of chaos but I call it
crealive chaos," |

The key, according to Lack-
¢y, isnot 1o fall into the rap of
giving students ideas, Rather,

C trics o point them in a dirce.
tion and then "get out of there
and let them go with it."

“From my perspective, [
don't think parents sease what
kind ofissues teachers deal with

An A+ for this Kanata teqaer

"If you love the subject you
teach, that translates to the kids.”

daily. In some cases, 1 think
teachers have taken on the role
of surrogalc parents, somcone
kids feel they can talk to be-
rnusc,forwhnlcvcrrenson.lhcy
can'tialk toa "significant other”
in their home."

Although teaching is his
first love, it was not his first
choice. Prior 1o taking a job
with the school board, he and
his wife Joy were on their way
10 Toronto where Lackey "was
£0ing 10 try and eke out an ex-
istence as an actor.”

A newspaper advertisement.
changed his mind. He has par-
ticipaied in three plays through
the Kanata Theatre troupe and

sayshe would audition for more
il his school :

complained of the noise the
youngster was making, Lackey
decided it was time to move and
chose Kanata.

That was cight years ago,
and now Tricia is 9, brother
Robbic is 7, and Jillian is 3.

Besides spending time with
his children, Lackey cnjoys par-
ticipatingat the Holy Redeemer
Church in a musical capacity.

He regrets the limited ime
he has to do more in the arca of
community events and says ii's
the wradeolf for spending so
many hours at school.

"lfeel I'm doing something
though, the importance of
which will never diminish. 1
can't visualize being an ad-

cre
ot so lime consuming.

"Ifcel I'm making good use
of my expericace by putting on
plays for kids and by weaching
drama. That ultimately is more
beneficial for my psyche then
ﬂcmnll)'pcrl'urming.'

The Lackey family transfer
toKanata came about asa resuly
of his two-year old doughter's
frequent Tomps across the bare
Moors of their Vanier apan-
ment. When the uperintendent

oranything because
1 love being in the classroom
and teaching 100 much."

‘What about the future?

"1 don't think in terms of
dreams and aspirations,” he
responds. "As shallow as it
sounds it's almost like a ‘live
for the day' type of auitude.
Maybe that's why I get
Wwith kids. T don't think
about
today.

along

a lot
the future., | just enjoy
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