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ON THE TOWN 
Recurring characters featured in Of the Fields Lately 

Playwright David French has 
had a long fascination for two of 
his 

with"Ot the Fields, Lately" 
French h ttebe 

coh snd Marw Mereer he ters on a voyage trom Newfound-
central hgures in Kanata Thcatretorono and Irom youth to 
next play, "Ot the Fields, Lately", The first of the four plavs is 

Baye been leaturcd in not just one Leaving Home", set in the late 
ning with Salt water Moon" in 0s s play as one of the 

produced before the earty 1970% 

Page 12 " The Kanata Standard - Wednesday, March 21, 1990 

kanata theatre 

ON THE TOWN 

presents 

OF THE 
FIELDS, 

LATELY, 
by 
DAVID 

FRENCH 

March 28-31, 1990 

In the Earl of March Theatre 

"or the Fields, Lately" was the 
tigjous Chalmers Award in 19s. 

"Of the Fields, Lately" the second of David French's three plays 
about the Mercers, Newfoundland expatriates in Toronto, deals 
lovingly and humorously with the unending search for under 
standing between generations. 

Curtain at 8:00 p.m. 

After a long absence from the 
Mercers, French has now written 

Moogset in 1926 whentbe Mer 
cers were in the first blush of youth 

Box Ofice�592-1715 
DON'T MISS IT! 

romane, and "Nincteen y-Nine" set appropriately 

MAR QS-31 
1440 

Bob Knight and James Russell in a scene from Kanata Theatre's 
presented n Earl of Manch 

photo by Marcus Fajrajs 
the confederatindo by the company, although it has 

year 1949. the comed Td French play, 

The production dates are 
March 26, 29, 30 and 31 in the Earl 

tion may be obtained by caling 
592-1715. 

n the 

The relationship of Jacob and 
nave anto he ou 

of "Of the Fields, Lately" is the 
first of these plays to be performed 

Jim Russll, Saly Raney and Dewi Willams rehearse a scene from Kanata Theatre's upcoming pro 
duction, 

ion, of the Flelds Lately, which runs at the Eart of March auditorium Mar. 28-31, For more informa 

tion, call 592-1716 
Photo By Marcus Fairajs! 

Newvtoundland in 1926, and ending 

Thea y by David French to be 





ON THE TOWN 
Kanata Theatre makes donation 
Dy Jlm Ilolmes 

Pnks0 grant Irom Kanntn 
Education has made n big 
mprovemcnt lo the liglhting of the 

KanataThealre donal od 
Si0.000 towards the cost of n new 

resi 

n syaem he yaterm was In 
(or the company'% recent produe. 

nd n Nigltingale Sang". 
complex ligbting plots in the com 
pany's 21 year hisiory,. 

The other half came from the 
ntenance nnd support 

equipment was nrobnR 
lsaing it," said CHE pro 

ses. 

Tlhere were no string nttached 
lo the Knnata Thentre contribu 
dent, Bill Whenire presi 

"Naturally, he said,'we lhope 
eent relationship with he 

new system is expccicd to 
meet the needs of Kanntn Thcntrc, 

nool and community groups 
theatrc (or many 

Do. 

Ue tne new cquipment and it func 
Ihal( the cost ot thered aboueeciy, he reported. The 

yenrs to comc. 
Although this is the lnrgest 

By Darlene M Kanato KoMacdonald 

Limo 

Why weren' there 
Icachers like this when I was in 
school?" an through my mind 
as 1 did this intervicw. 

was just ncver lucky cnouoh o 
run across onc like Bob Lackey 
from S. Paul's High School 

is 38-ycar old Glen Caim 

with the ame G 
and fun-loving philosonty h 
puts into the rest of his life. 

An A+ for this Kanata teacher 
"If you love the subject you 

Asked about his popularily 
witl studenis, he modesily 

teach, that translates to the kids. 

shrugs and 
morc wlat J lench "y 

As a drama teachcr. he 
provides an opportunily for 
young people to creaie, and 
they arc not 
of frccdom io do in other cas. 

donation Kanata Thcatre has than the old one. he said. 
mde, S not the it. The com-
kind in the past (or such things at 
stago curtains, ligliis, plntlorns, 
ge tamps, stairs nnd other tech: 
hs supnorted manhton 
productions by the lonn of sets and 

n his tenth ycar at St. 
Paul's, Lackey is anicipating a 
school in Kanala ic high 

Por the technology minded, thc 
chonnn cn driwe 48 lighting 
ald. The system has n computet 
contoled sirand iAction con 
etings as wcl nS DrOvidlng seell 
cffects such ns light patterns which 
epond to recorded music. The 
only fivc sctings at a ime, and so As lighting designer for 'Night cngale', wilinms ns the retsusc for productions like 

He often thinks it would be 

idcal lo have a course in which 
I tcachers would submit dif 

Ticult conccpis to the drama 
n would coor-

dinate productions. 
Over the past fcw ycars, his they arc inspiraional and life These five or ten minuie 

producions would incorporaic Although tcaching is his it has ler 1lo chock ful giving lo mo 

clsc, and he dos mot aniiid, ne adds,"il you lovc concops and through he irst love, it was not his Grst 
his fast-paced schedule will ales to tho kie ti ns adi varict i heont choice. Prior to taking a job 
change cvcn though his placc of median performing: if the the student's attenion. kvCp n he sch0l board, he and 

Whether a vidco or a live to Toronio whcre Lackey "was He regres the limicd ime He now ceaudience laughs, that gives thc 
s to do more in the arca of negotiator for the Serondarr energy. he samed se o drama going o ury and eke out an ex- communit 

School teacthers of he Cateio icaching and 1 love that oviae a useful leaning istencc as an actor," says il's 
the radcoff for spending 

Roman Catholic Separate The tragic deaths of a 
You can rest assurcd that chpaer advertisement many hours at schonlSs 

onkitceuse ol the couple of his students also hosc kids who sce it are ncver Licipaed in throeP "I fecl I'm doing somcthing 

he chose noLto disean decply affected him. Al one going io forget that concept.1'm the Kanata Thcare roure aOugh, he importance of 
of his lifc for this intervicW ke down, and uscd Som nrie ith hat. sayshe would audition for more can' wie 

class hat tcachers "realv do they don'1 want to feel their notOeommiments wcre 
carc about them cven it it isn't classcs are cut of control. There "Icel Pm malkin 
slated opcnly." iS a lot of chaos but I call it of my cxperience use 
Meave lo make k: plays for kids and by tcaching 

where hew nes, ey, is not to bll into iorama. That ultimately is more 

"I'm looking (orward lo 
being a pioncer," he suys with a 
grin. 

es nd by the furnishing of 

The changc comes al a good 
Lhe spirited Kanatan. 

i 

gy neans the new system provides 
or grcaler exibllily while being simpler and morc cost clfective 

Besides his courscs, which 
have covcrcd thc cntire 
he alu over ne ycars, 
Last ycar's successful ant 
popular Anne of Green Gables 

as Uhe Tiis full-scale musical 
t crentcs a real comn spirit anmong the cast and em 

doing onc of these plays," he 
Says, currently in the middle of 
his ycar's production of the 

His liit 
for his studenLs is obvious. 

hengnie presenied quite a 
This is n good joint venturc," 

en 's anolber eaio 

ation and respect 

ion between tbe Board and an 
ta Thcatre. 

I don't know wheber ils 
their zcal or thcir cnthusiasm of 
puling 100 per cent behind 
cveryhing hcy do, but I find 

haably, 90 per ccnt o 

uD and asksenn ue do t 
'yes.' That's somcthing they 
don't experiencc a lot." 

lass 

bosi 

daily, In some 
lcachcrs havc taken on the 
of surrogalc parents, somcone 

kids fccl hey can talk to be-
cause, for whatevcr reason, thcy 

in their boseantoher 

complaincd of the noise the 
s making. Lackey decided it waetim to movc and 

chose Kanala. 
That was cight ycars ago, 

and now Tricia is 9, brolhcr 
KoDbic is 7, and Jillian is 3. 

hischilde ae n 
ticipaung at the Holy Redenmer 
Church in a musical capacity. 

diminish. I 

ministralor or anything hecaie 
I love being in the classroom 

and teachng too much." 
What about the fuure? 
"I don't think in erms ot dreams and acni 

responds. "As shallow as it 

cnjoy the use of tlhe thcatre and itt 
fncilities in the future ns we linve in 

iSomcthing fo human being and that von' e giving studenis ideas. Raher neal lor my psyche then 
not just someone doing ajob" he rics to point them ina dirce-Tho ming 

nd just doing a job' has Snd elen get out of Uhere to Kanaa came aboutaa0unds iL's almost like a live philosenhaCkey'sm go with iL" of his two-year old daohtor'eor the day' type of ailudc. 
even the vear he touoh don't think narents n requent romps across the bare withy get along 
2 class and spent a"erent deal kind of issues teachers dcal with er Vanicr apart- abouL the fut lat When he superintendent today." of imc aking the kids to the 

bathroom. 
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