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Peler Jeflerson and Nedra Nash rehearse for Noises OIf, the Kanata
Thealre's final production of the season, giving audiences a delightful
evening of entertainment before the summer begins.

Noises Off will be produced May 11 o 14 in the auditorium of the
Earl of March High School. All performances are at 8 PM.

For more nformation and reservations call the Box Office at 592-1715.
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with fast-paced farce
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?Kgnata PlvavergSparkle
with fast-paced farce

‘By Steven Mazey
Citizen staff writer

. It was a brave move for Ka-
nata Theatre to attempt a produc-
tion of Noises Off.

Michael Frayn’s play is a farce,
one of the staples of amateur the-
atre, but at the same time it’s a
parody of farce, a play about eve-
rything that can go wrong on
stage. «

Frayn includes all of the famil-
iar elements — the frenzied pa-
cing, the complicated plot, the
endless entrances and exits, the
misplaced props and the quick
-costume changes — and exagger-

ates them to dizzying proportions.

It's a play that demands disci-
pline and perfect timing.

Kanata Theatre also knew any
" local performance of the play

would be compared with the ster-

ling professional production per-
formed at the National Arts Cen-
. tre two years ago.

_ But Kanata’s risk has paid off.
7" Its production may not be quite
a5 polished as the NAC’s, but it is

Theatre review

Noises Off

Kanata Theatre

Earl of March High School

May 11 to 14

T

done opening night, the frantic
pace was maintained throughout,
and there wasn’t a bad perform-
ance from anyone in the cast of
10, although articulation was oc-
casionally sloppy.

Jenefer Haynes deserves special
mention for her top-notch timing
and her hilariously broad physical
performance, as does Stewart
Wheeler, who has to hop up and
down several flights of stairs in
one act and then roll down an-
other set in the third.

As the constantly harassed di- -
rector, Brooke Keneford is also
excellent as he spirals into in-
creasingly hysterical fits of rage
at the endless mishaps of his ac-
tors. . :

Set designer Ron Maslin has
done a great job with the compli-
cated two-storey set that involves

more than eight doors and has to
be reversible for different acts.
Audience members who remain
in their seats during either of the
two intermissions will get to see
the many stage hands emerge to
move the huge pieces around. On
Wednesday, they won a deserved
round of applause for their work.

e |

;:,sti]l extremely well done. To do
“any farce well is difficult, but to

. pull off Noises Off as well as it’s
_ been done here is 2 major accom-

"~ Director Jim Holmes and his
cast and set designer are all first-
“rate. The split-second entrances
~and exits were almost perfectly




' Theatre Review

‘Noises Off’ a hilarious send-up

by Amanda Gibbs
Michac! Frayn's Nowes Of7 s

a theatrical send=up of the dia-
matic form  which has been

explored quite extensiv cly by the

fatce. It lampoons the crazy
sittuations, the physical, almost
butlesque performances, and the
actors ]Immvln‘s who become
the caricatures that they portray
night after night. The result is o

very lunny parody which mimics
such  “froth" to the highest
deprec.

This picce is a play within a
play, which allows the audicnce
to see the antics onstage as well
as off. Onc act from the farce

Kanata Theatre this season  the

—

| together durin

|
|
[
|
y
|
|
|
|

\yilhin the farce is repeated three
times; however we see this same
act from three different perspec-
tives. The first is that of a dress
rehearsal in which we are intro-
duced to the actors and their des-
perate director, played with
inimical grouchincss by Brooke
Kencford. His farcical players
arc worricd about character
motivations, forget lines, get lost
and arc basically a rag tag
bunch. The scenes that these
actors finally wade througharca
pastiche of many of the conven-
| tions of the inanc world of the
farce. Nothing On, the name of
L the play they are trying to stage,
| is an oversexed comedy of
terrors—a farcical nightmare.
_In the next act we see the char-
ers from backstage with the
[emire set being turned around.
The audience then discovers that
the actors are not so different
from their characters. There are
backstage intrigues, love affairs,
running around. Is art imitating
reality?

And finally, the audience
views the play from its tradi-
tional. perspective, and sees how
" the intricate farce falls apart
after a long touring season.

While the whole theme tended
to wear thin after the second act,
the performances kept the play
moving and exciting to watch.
‘ The blocking of the actors move-

ments, which tended to be very
complicated, and the wonderful
timing of the fast-paced banter
were the product of some great
directing by Jim Holmes.

f was very con-
sistent. Every one of the nine
members gave polished perfor-
mances. There were several O
particular note, on¢ being Stuart
Wheeler’s very physical por-
trayal of the male ingenue. His
gestures, pratt-falls and gen.eral
jumping about were hilarious
and a fine example of comedic
timing. As well, Jenefer Haynes
was perfect as the old cockney
maid/and the aging actress. Yet
every one of the actors deserves
kudos for their contribution to
an excellent ensemble of players:

The set design was superb as
usual, with several flights of
stairs-and doors everywhere. Itis
certainly 2 difficult play to stage
'and yet all the elements came

g last wcgk s run.
| perhaps this tongue-in-chee
ting end to a s€&~

jece was a fit R
Next season’s line-

son of farces.
| up, in celebration of the Kanata
*s 20th anniversary»

| very excitin with plays by
oo A bee angd the play 84,
Cross Road which was
| recently made into @ great
| motion-picture. And if Noises
Off is an indication of things to
come, one can be sure that it wil
be a very good scason indeed.

| act:

The cast itsel
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