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Kanata Theatre Review

“I Never Sang

by Dianc Trigg

Kanatay Theatre's presenta-
ton of this somewhat disconso-
late play was superb

Mike Farrell, a« Gene Garni-
on, spoke softly and with much
fechng as he told the audience
the stary of how and why he
tned. bul failed, 10 love his
father Interspersed with his sad
tale were scenes from his life with
his aging parents. These scenes
showed us other inter-
relaionships as well, depicting
the love and understanding
between mother and son; the
humour and tolerance between
an aging husband and wife,
honesty and caring between a
brother and wister who chosc dif-
ferent ways 10 view their respon-

siblities, if any. toward their
parents,
Laurence  Thornton was

totally enjoyable as crusty old
Tom Garrison. He played a
father capable of soliciting
momentary compassion {rom
his son. Unfortunately though,
Tom was incapable of sustaining
this rapport. He chosc instead to
wear a mask portraying a tough
old gentleman who acheived suc-
cess through “the school of hard
knocks.” By so doing, he des-
troyed the love he might have
reccived from his son, who con-
stantly strove for a way to reach
his father.
Brenda Robinson was lovely
and uuerly convincing as old

for My Father”

Mn Margaret Garrison, even to
the voice

Rosemary Keneford, as Alice,
brought a fresh spark into the
final scenes as she scolded her
brather for being 100 soft and
impractical, bringing out an
angry and unspoken side of him
Which we had not previously
been treated 1o

1t was through the candid con-
vensations between brother and
-—

SISET (hal E FEar MEssuge wr oo
story came out: Parents who
view their children as an exien-
sion of their own life and who
expect returns in their old age,
only cause hurtful rescntment
and guill in their children, This
guiltcripples their capacity to
enjoy futurc loving
relationships

Althaugh this play was a sad |
one. the case and audience
scemed through it 1o be able to
share some univesal concerns in |
4 most louching manner —
through the delicatearet of good
thearre

Zntertzinment

\dauntmg drama ‘ddmirably staged

By Audrey ) M. Ashley
Cizen stoff wrt
| With its newest produc:
tioh, I Never Sang For My
Fether, Kanata Theatre
makes a drastic and cour-
ageous departure from the
sophisticated comedy -it
tends to favor.

Robert Anderson has
|written a baunting play

- about Ihr relanunihlp lx-

tween parents and grown
children which is bound to
strike a familiar chord_in
most of us, both as parcnu
and children.

I's about the d:manﬂs
parents make, consciously
and unconsciously, on the
children who are the cen-
tre of their lives; about the
uncasy guilt those children

3 “feel when they arc unwil-

ling to drain their. own
lives by living up to.their
parents’ expectations.
The central characier of ¥

[| the play is Gene Garrison,
a widower who is consider-
ing remarriage and conse-
quent relocation to- the

Theatre review
1 Nover Sang For My Father
Kanata Theatre, Earl of
March High School, through
Dec. 12, B8 p.m. Tickets $4.

Telsphone 92-1715.

other side of the continent.
His gentle, loving, ailing
mother tries not to make
demands ‘on Gene and his

ftime; she has already got
ther old - ladies” home
ipicked out’so that shc wlll
Inever be a burd
igives his pmspcchve mar—
*riage her blessing. Yet her =
very selflessness'and gener- -
osity is a burden in itself.

7= But it is the: father.who
is the -real "problem, still
feisty as hc ncars 80, still
proud of his achievements
—and still harping on- his
own disastrous childhood

E

and~his hatred of his fa-

ther. Each in private com-
plains to their 'son of the

other.;Margaret is tired of |
putting“up with Tom' Gar

rison’s-'stubbornness and |

suspicion,  but'_more than
that, she’s tired of*hearing
others..say, “Stil
remarkable mas
Gene, for his part, ‘Gan-
not love his father and yet
appalled to see.a once-
distinguished  and . respon-
sible: man crumbling.
While we can sympathize
with his dilemma he is, in
the long run, ineffectual.
Brooke Keneford , has
directed the play with sen-
sitivity and understanding,
though there was a. rather

tentative air about the
whole _thing _on_ opening

¢ Farrell has the

"
makings of something very

real and true in his inter-
pretation of Gene, but he's

a shadé too defeated. He
plays -the role all_on the

same: mefancholy; level,
where

more. dumgnsmn

Jittle “variation
would._give the character

Laurence Thornton is'
utterly believable as the
blustery old man; he and
Brenda Robinson as the
gentle. but spirited Mar-
garet convince us that
they've spent years bicker-
ing over old ‘injuries and
sore_ points. Rosemary'
Thornton, too, is good as!
Alice, the daughter whom |
Tom has virtually disown-
ed after her marriage to a.
Jew, and who sces things.
in far more practical |=rm:
than ber brother. - W
Ron Maslin's stark 'sct

— five wide archways with
1 raised platform to one*
dc of the stage — scrves

as milway station, humc\
hospital, etc., with the va-)
]fIO\lS locﬂlmm dcﬁned by
i

- This is not a ch::rful

.play. But it approaches

with- perception and com-

passion -a . subject that

sooner or later concerns all
us.




Order what you like Dad and don’t look at the prices first!

Laurence Thornton, Ann Lester, Mike Farrell and Brenda
Robinson in a scene from the next Kanata Theatre presentation

I Never Sang for My Father.
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| Never Sang for My Father
by Eileen Morand

“l Never Sang For My
Father” gives an insight into the
feelings that a middle aged man
who has recently lost his wife has
towards his parents,

He has always been able to
communicate with his mother
who has no difficulty in express-
ing her love for him. Hijs father
however, had an unhappy child-
hood and because of this, has
cultivated a brusque manner to

face the world. Unfortunately,
he is unable to drop this facade,
even with those nearest and
dearest. The audience catches
occasional glimpses of the “inner
man” of Tom - enough to
develop a deeper understanding
of this crusty eighty year old.

Brook Keneford has cast well-
seasoned actors for the main
characters and the play is evoly-
ing into a memorable drama,
which will be presented at the
Earl of March auditorium,
December 9 - |5 Curtain will
rise promptly at 8:0¢ p.m.

Cast: Gene Garrison - Mike

Farrell; Porter - Chris OToole:
Tom Garrison -

Thornton; Margaret

Brenda Robinson:
Lester;

Joan R

Laurence
Garrison -

Mary - Anp
Nurse (Janet Halsey) -

itchie; Reverend Pej| -

: ight; Marvin Scott - Jim

Ritchie; Dr. Mayberry - Tony
i Rosie Keneford.
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