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Kanata Theatre Review 

"I Never Sang for My Father!e the 
by Diane Trigg 

Kanala' Thestre's nroenta Mn Margaret Garnson, cven to 
tion ef this somewhat d1sconso 
late play was supcrb. 

son snobh 
feel1ng as he told the audience 
the story of how and why he n 

a1h ato leve his which we had not previously 
tale were scenes from his lifewh been treated to. 

the love and understandino 

his aging parents. These scenes venns het 
owcd u other inter 

bet ween mother and son; the 

numour and tolerance between 
honesty and caring between 
brother and s1ster who chose di 
Terent ways to view their respon 

l any. toward their 

Darents. 
Laurcnce Thornton was 

a enjoya ble as crusty old 

father canable of solicitino 
momentary compassion from 
his son. Unlortunately though. 

this rapport. He chose intesdH 
wear a mask portraying a tough 
old gentleman who achcived suC 

tnro 

broueht 

knocks " Hy so deine he d 

final scenes as she scolded ber 
brother lor being to0 soft and 

troyed the love he might havc 
Tecelved Irom his son, who con 

trove for a way to reach 
his (ather. 

Brenda Robinson was lovely 
and ulterly convincing as old 

th 
r and 

SISter that ne rcaI IEssg v 

hyrebarents who 
sion of their own life and b 
cxpect returns in their old age. 

and euil eseniment 
guilt cripples their capacity (o 
cnjoy future loving 

Csps. 
h this play was a sad 

onc. the case and audience 

seemed through it lo be able to 
ame some univesal concerns in 

through the delicate aret of good theatre 

Satartainment: 

Haunting drama admirably staged 
By Audrey M. Ashley about he irn heatre T8viaw 

bout the relationshin he 

With its newest produc: children which is bound to I Nover Sang For My Father 
tioD, I Never Sang For Myof 
makes a drastic and cou and children,. garet convince us that 
gcous departure from theobinl thcy've spent years bicker 

sophisticated comeoy 21t and unconsciously. on the other side of the continent. sore points. Rosemary 
Robert Anderson has e ne cen His gentle, loving, ailing hornton, to0, is good as 

wrilten a baunting play uneasy guilt those children mother tries no to make Tom hat virto 

the paw is Gene Garison gives his prospective mar 
a widower who is consider-rlage her blessing-ret her. 

utterly believa 
blustery old man; he and 

Mar0 BrendaKobinson as the 
Dec. 12, 8 p.m. Tickets $4. 
Telephone 92-1715. 

puting up with Tom Gar 

The 

suspicion, but more than: 
that, 'she's tired of' hearing 

Stl,hc's a 

ornto 

ing remarriage and conse sily is a burden in itelside of the stage serves 

remarkabe mn 
Gene, for his part, can 
o s aner and yet 

distinguished and:. tespon 
sible man crumbling. 

with his diiem h 
the long run, ineffectual.. 
directed the has 

sitivity and understanding, 
oga tnere was a rather 

whole tbing. on opening 

nigniEarrll has the 
mak of something very 
real and true in his inter 
pretationo He 

But it is the father-who hospital. etc. witb th nome, 
ily ' e0-rious locations defined by 

proud of his achicvements"hie ie nnt heerul 
-play. B:t it approaches 

and"his hatred of his fa-tn Pcrceplion and com 

Mike 

plays the role all on the 
same mclancholylevel, 
wOuld. pive the h 
more dimension. 

.Kon Maslin's stark set 

raised platform to one 

aord, as Alicc, 

feel when they arc unwil- h h aldned afer her marriage to a. 
lives by liviDe up to.their iher old ladics? homei Sstnings 
parents' cxpectations.hese than her brother. 

eaen n private com- sooner or later concerns all 
other. Margaret is tired of of us. .. 



Order what you like Dad and don't look at the prices first! 
Laurence Thornton, Ann Lester, Mike Farrell and Brenda 
Robinson in a scene from the next Kanata Theatre presentation I Never Sang for My Father. 

photo Steve Sweet Sequence Media 

kanata 
theatre 

I Never Sang for My Father 
by Eileen Morand 

"I Never Sang For My Father" gives an insight into the 
feelings that a middle aged man who has recently lost his wife has 
towards his parents. 

He has always been able to 
communicate with his mother 
who has no difficulty in express ing her love for him. His father 
however, had an unhappy child hood and because of this, has 
cultivated a brusque manner to 

face the world. Unfortunately, he is unable to drop this facade, even with those nearest and 
dearest. The audience catches 
Occasional glimpses of theinner man" of Tom enough to develop a deeper understanding of this crusty eighty year old. Brook Keneford has cast well 
seasoned actors for the main 
characters and the play is evolv ing into a memorable drama, which will be presented at the Earl of March auditorium, December 9 - 12. Curtain will rise promptly at 8:00 p.m. Cast: Gene Garrison - Mike Farrell; Porter - Chris 0Toole: Tom Garrison - Laurence Thornton; Margaret Garrison -Brenda Robinson; Mary - Ann Lester; Nurse (Janet Halsey) -Joan Ritchie; Reverend Pell -Bob Knight; Marvin Scott - Jim Ritchie; Dr. Mayberry - Tony Beak; Alice - Rosie Keneford. 
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