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The Kanata heatre
) Company has take; one of
English " playwright Tom
Stoppard's “early plays,
Enter A Free Man, to
/open the current season
»and although it's not an
easy play 10 produce Wed.
/ nesday night's opening at
/the Easl of March High
) School came off rather
well
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A Free Man, a
dramatic conie-
jout a British kind of !
Waller  Mitty, is  well
worth the trip to Kanata.
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in Earl of Lareh Iligh,
School in Kanata and runs
uniil the end of the week.
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Enter a Free Man
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\The play, a comedy in
the theatre of the absurd
style, is wordy, full of |in.
guistic gymnastics and
tells'the story of a would-
be inventor George Riley,

A dreamer and eccent-
tic, Riley moves through
the world thinking no one
aersands him 51 s 5 cal as his latet effort—an
pius. But it's small wonder envelope with gum on both
P o e 20 the Ty

. .. can be used twice.
unworkable and impracti- 4,5 velationship with bis
T 7 T family—a wife named

) Constance whom he calls
! Perscphone and a daugh-
( ter Linda—is strained and
( rather sad. Riley and Per-
¢ scphone have lived togeth

er for more than 20 years
K5 yet there's no real commu..

( hication between them.

) They talk at cross pur-

poses and never really ls-
( ten 10 one another.

/| With his new envelope
{ invention, however, Riley
{ thinks his life will change
( for the better and Harry,
; one of his drinking bud.

dies down at the pub, joI-
( lies him along helping to
( build the fantasy, Things,
of course, don't turn out
as he expects,

( Stoppard loves words
and he uses them in long,

; convoluted soliloquies mix.
( ing philosophy, bitterness
{ and social commentary in
! equal portions in long
( tongue-twisting lines for
) the pivotal character Ri-
' ley.

 But director Jim Homes

showed great insight i

choosing Ron Maslin 1o
{ play the part of George
{ Riley.
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Maslin developed the
multi-faceted character
with genuine warmth ang
understanding for this man
Who felt unappreciated by
his family and accepted
only by his cronies at the
pub.

And he showed consid-
erable skill, 100, in deliver.
ing the involved, complex
lines, making sense out of
what could have been
meaningless gibberish,

Maslin got some very
0od support from Rosc.
mary Scott and Jenny
Haynes, who played his
Wife and daughter,
Although they did seem a
it insecure i their parts
at the beginning of the
evening they settled into
their characters fully dur.
ing the second act.

Tony Francis's set—g
coltage livingroom on one
side of the stage and an
English pub on the oth-
er—made it casy for the
director 10 move his cast
from scene to scene with.
out interrupting the flow
of the play,

But things did drag at
times despite this asset.
There were memory lapses
and groping for lines
which made "things slow,
down considerably. P

le with wrar'm

wos also /Fu_:ent:.d

at Mok Ste Mavee, P.Q.

On the whole, however,
Enter A Free Man has
been given a very fair go
by Kanata and makes a
80od start for the new sea-

[_

e

th, skill

son.
Enter A Free Man con-
tinues tonight to Saturday
at 8 p.m. at the Earl of
March High School.
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Man

Maslin plays

By Betty Swimmings

Assistant music and drama editor

The Kanata Theatre
Company has taken one of
English playwright Tom
Stoppard’s early plays,
Enter A Free Man, to
open the current season
and although it’s not an
easy play to produce Wed-
nesday night’s opening at
the Earl of March High
School came off rather
well.

The play, a comedy in
the theatre of the absurd
style, is wordy, full of lin-
guistic gymnastics and
tells the story of a would-
be inventor George Riley.

A dreamer and eccent-
ric, Riley moves through
the world thinking no one
understands him or his ge-
nius, But it's small wonder
he’s misunderstood when
his inventions are as
unworkab]e and impracti-

LOBSTER TIME

| at the

PARK LANE HOTEL

August 31 to October 28

Featuring

Whole Canadian Lobster

with our ever popular

Seafood Buffet

per
person

*112°

Every Thursday, Fnday
& Saturday
5 P.M. to 10 P.M.

Reservations
Recommended

238-1331
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cal as his latest effort—an
envelope with gum on both
sides of the flap so that it
can be used twice.

His relationship with his
family—a wife named
Constance whom he calls
Persephone and a daugh-
ter Linda—is strained and
rather sad. Riley and Per-
sephone have lived togeth-
er for more than 20 years
yet there’s no real commu-
nication between them.
They talk at cross pur-
poses and never really lis-
ten to one another,

With his new envelope
invention, however, Riley
thinks his life will change
for the better and Harry,
one of his drinking bud-
dies down at the pub, jol-
lies him along helping to
build the fantasy. Things,
of course, don’t turn out
as he expects.

Stoppard loves words
and he uses them in long,
convoluted soliloguies mix-
ing philosophy. bitterness
and social commentary in
equal portions in long
tongue-twisting lines for
the pivotal character Ri-
ley.

But director Jim Homes
showed great insight in
choosing Ron Maslin to
play the part of George
Riley.

Maslin developed the
multi-faceted character
with genuine warmth and
understanding for this man
who felt unappreciated by
his family and accepted
only by his cronies' at the
pub.

And he showed consid-
erable skill, too, in deliver-
ing the involved, complex
lines, making sense out of
what could have been
meaningless gibberish.

Maslin got some very
good support from Rose-
mary Scott and Jenny'
Ha)nes who played his
wife and daughter.
Although they did seem a
bit insecure in their parts
at the beginning of the
evening they settled into
their characters fully dur-
ing the second act. -

Tony Francis’s set—a
cottage livingroom on one
side of the stage and an
English pub on the oth-
er—made it easy for the
director to move his cast
from scene to scene with-
out interrupting the flow
of the play.

But things did drag at
times despite this asset.
There were memory lapses
and groping for lines
which made things slow
down considerably.
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On the whole, however,
Enter A Free Man has
been given a very fair go
by Kanata and makes a
good start for the new sea-

son.

Enter A Free Man con-
tinues tonight to Saturday
at 8 p.m, at the Earl of
March High School.
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Journal Review
By Trish Irvin

Zany, heartwarming
and entertaining well de-
scribe the Kanata

Theatre’s production . of
Tom Stoppard’s play,
Enter a Free Man.

And the most delightful
performance of all is
given by Ron Maslin in his
role as George Riley, the
mad inventor who hopes
to gain due recognition for
his invention of the dou-
ble-gummed envelope.

Maslin is a great ab-
sent-minded.  professor,
the type who burns his
fingers every time he tries
to light a cigarette.

Riley is lost in his
thoughts but Maslin has

great command over the

character. He shouts and -

rants and raves with be-
lievable fury, but unfor-
tunately his tirades fall on
deaf ears in his family.
His saucy daughter
Linda, played by Jenny
Haynes, argues with the
same kind of passion as
her father. She is the im-
patient young daughter
who supports her family
because her father’s in-
ventions have never
earned them a cent. The
emotional dilemma any
19-year-old faces - inde-
pendence versus family

security - is always there

in Haynes’ performance.
She arouses sympathy
from the audience, as well

to Kanata

as from her mother,
played by Rosemary
Scott. The mother is du-
tiful, tidy and what one
might call typically Brit-
ish. She listens to her hus-
band’s crazy ideas with
warm acceptance of the
inevitable outcome - fail-
ure.

The story takes place in
the pub and the family
home. The set, designed
by Tony Francis, keeps
the play flowing smoothly.
There is no abrupt transi-
tion from one scene to the
next; just a subtle change
of lighting and you've
moved from Carmen the
barman’s establishment
to the Riley household.

The only fault in the
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production might be in the
supporting cast. Harry,
played by Maurice
Dubras, is a con man

whose cons don’t really’

come across. His girl,
Florence, played by Ann
Dubras, is a little coquette

who just looks too uncom-

fortable in a tight, red
dress.

The barman is played
by John Gilliland and two

other visitors in the bar

by Murray Hayes and :

Dewi Williams.

Enter A Free Man, a .
delighful dramatic come-
dy about a British kind of

Walter Mitty, is
worth the trip to Kanata.
The play starts at 8 p.m.,
in Earl of March High
School in Kanata and runs
until the end of the week.

well -
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