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Kanata Players comedy

overcomes slow first act |

lh Betty Swimmings

ot e end drema e

“The Ranat Playens
chose a vintage comedy 1o
close it current seavon,
but for o while there Wed-
nesday night it was touch
and g0 whether the play
would take off, or become
mired in the leaden pace
setin the fint seene.

1t hard 10 believe any-
thing could be static in
You Can't Take It With
Vou Moss Hart and
George S Kaufman’s hap-
py-go-lucky comedy about
the cccentric Sycamore
family 1 just 100 full of
zany situations.

| Chubby dancer

There's Penny Syca-
more, who takes up wi
ing plays just because @
typewriter is acaidently de-
livered 10 her door; and
her husband Paul, busy in
the basement making
fireworks with Mr. De
Pinna, who came 1o wisit
one day and stayed; and
daughter Essic, a chubby
candymaker who loves to
dance; and her husband
Ed who unwittingly prints
inflamatory messages

There's Grandpa, who
Just decided to retire from
business one day and now
35 years later spends his
days at the zoo, collecting
snakes or attending convo-
cations Columbia
University; and then
there's the pretty and per-
fectly conventional Alice,
who loves her family de-
spite their peculiar habits,
but is also in love with
Tony Kirby, whose weal-
thy, privileged family life
has not been so happy or
unusual as her own, and
this is where the problems
erisc

The problems re not
insurmountable, but they
just provide the material
for some of the most
2musing adventures in the
play and the comings and
goings in the madcap
houschold proceed at
lively pace

But that was not the
case during the first part
of the opening perfor-
mance on Wednesday
night. The pace was 100
slow, the pauses 100 long
and the entrances and ex-
its, which should have all
the finesse of a French
farce, dragged

Then Laurence Thorn-
ton burst on the scene as
the boisterous Russian bal-
let teacher and things took
off.

The cast began 1o work
together a5 2 company, a
family, developing their
roles into belicvable char- |
acters and losing the |
uncomfortable stiffness
which marred the begin.
ning of the play.

Some were more suc-
cessful than others, Heath-
er Walt gave a particular-

1y fine presentation of
Penny Sycamare and Jane
Mawby wan very good ne
the maid Rheba

Don Pearson, although
sulfering n few memory
Tapses, wan a delightfully
whimsical ndpa, and
Ann Dubras's short
appearance ax the tippling
actress Gay Wellington,
war highly amusing

And the young lovers,
Alice and Tony, received
fair treatment from Cathy
Anderson and Paul Tuck-
er. They grew into their
parts nicely as the play
progressed

Director Jim Holmes
has chosen well in his cast.

They're hard workers and
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Kanata Theatre ends on high note
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showed their stuff by over. |

coming their Initinl weak-
ness to come through with
A fine rollicking comedy.
All they need now v a lit-
tle more attention 1o tim-
ing at the beginning.

Ted Wauson and Jackie
Forbes have designed o
nice well-worn, lived-in
looking set.
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Kanata Theatre
hy Resentary Lawless

Kanata Theatre's flnal major
production of the , “You
Can't Take [t With You", by Moss
Hart and George $ Kaufman,
fepresents the best n the
M!Urlrln commerclal theatre of
he 1900

The d'vmln»-nn audlences
of that time were ready for Its
rollicking humour and the imple
message that |t carried — (hat
everyone has a right to go along
and be happy In his awn sort of
way
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The play is about the Sycamare
family. Carefree In an age of
anxiaty, tey purtie their strange
acUyities with bilssful indifference
t e warld around them. They
write plays, collect smakes, make
fireworks, print handbills, make
candy, play U sylophane, study
tallet and do anything thelr fancies
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Kanata Theatre news

by Rosemarie Lawless

You is a good cvening of
family entertainment and
a fine ending to a particu-
larly good scason by the |
company. It continues |
until Saturday at the Earl
of March High School
with curtain at 8 pm.
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YOU CAN'T

kanata
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TAKE IT
WITH YOU

by Moss Hart and
George S. Kaufman

eighth season

1976 —
i .
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|

1977

Kannta  Theatre will  be
presenting “You Can't Take It
With You" by Moss Hart and
George S Kaufman on May 18-24th.
This play will be our fourth and
final “major production of the
season, although a children's play
will be performed at Maylalr on
Saturday May 31st.

“You Can't Take It With You" is
a fine comedy and the Director,
Jim Holmes, has an extremely

usy rehearsal schedule, with one
a(melargm casts Kanata Theatre

has ever required (n one produc-
tion. They Include: Heather Wall,
Rosle Keneford, Jane Mawby, Bob
Knight, Brooke Keneford, Doug
Strong, Murray Hayes, Don
Pearson, Cathy Anderson, Jim
Ritchle, Paul Tucker, Laurence
Thornton, Ann  Dubras, Pat
Carroll, Dorothy Beak, Llane
Freedman, Bob Horsey and Steve
Sweet.

Our program for next seasan,
commencing in October will be as
foliows: “Not Now Darling” a two-
act farce by Ray Cooney and John
Chapman; “A Christmas Carol”
by Charles Dickens, “Arsenic and
0Old Lace" a three-act comedy by
Joseph Kesselring; ““Murder Once
Removed" a thriller in three acts
by Irving Gaynor Merman.
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Yo Can't Tuke It With You
opened In December 198, ran lor
mare than 10 perinrtnances and
enrned (or Ity co-authory « Pulitzer
Prize A flm version wim an
Academy Award in 18 =5 best
pictureof the year

Kanata Theatre's prostuction
runs from Wednasday, 18 My o
Saturiday 21 May T\ckets may be
reserved by calling the Box Office
al 921715, Monday o Friday, ¢ 0
- 7.30 pm. Tickets will also be on
sale ot the Kanata Mall on
Saturduy Hth May betseen 10 and
1
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