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"Chalk Gardep’ filled with intri

By Betty Swimmings

Assistant music and drame
litor

Kanata Theatre has
chosen a witty  Engligh
drama, The Chalk Gar-
den, 1o opens w
s:ason. And while Wed-
nesday's firgt night pre-
sentation was poy perfect,
it did augur well for (he
coming year.

Enid “Bagnold's ply.
deals with an aging Ep.
slish gentlewoman Mrs.
St Maugham, whe
advertises in the newspa.
pers for a companion for
her imaginative 16.year.
old granddaughter Layre|.

he engages o  Miss

L
1

*rtheless makes

tranger.

0

impedble, as was Miss
I Fajeals, “und pointed up
the

ve  Miss  Madrigal,

=

fumorous lines
lo}.
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Madrigal, o mysieriqys, cussed Laurel or Miss
controlled 3

by the end of the play in scurried and scuttled
and secretive Madrigal's past Biving Laurel a whally |about the stage on fiy
woman, who Miss' Fajrajsl began on

almost believable personality,

immediately mgkes 2

numerous errands, of

oy, almost melodra- John  Gilljlang gave o pulfing like 2 spoiled
changes in the cocentric | maic note, but by the  delightful performance g5 | child when criticized by
habits of the members of

|end of the first act had the manservant Maitland.  his mistress, And the
the household, developed 2 more cop.

His fine sense of comedy fecling of warm devotion

Its the air of mystery &solled and creditable in-' and liming were used fclt for Laurel was
Sirrounding Miss Madrig. icrpretation. succeeding cxtremely “well as he |touchingly portrayed,
al which fascinates Laur. —
el and the manservant
Maitland, who thrive on
court cases, murder in
particular. And it jspy
long before Miss Madrig.
al has won their admira.
tion.

With her knowledge of
gardening, Miss Madrigal
soon wins the  respect o/ ff

r employer, too, I
the enmity “of ‘the el
former, butler and
s g, grdeacr ane
(Pinkbell is!
on stage, but

*nee felt.)

dwever, even
S seem to be taki
Jre normal turn
household, ther/
+ lurking sense |
1ding doom s
ding the enigma |

d cast
production of The

Garden, with
Mauger as the

Fajrajsl as the |
aurel, and

Mauger in parti-
ideveloped her char-
skilfully, moving
withdrawn, other-
person exuding
of one who has
n a cloister 10 o
land dynamic wom-
pable of handling
gh-spirited and
Laurel,

diction was

k of clarity in
illiams'  speech.
Miss Williams' |

But 'h Miss Mauger “
4 tisy Williams were |
e o build a strong

ling

N betweerl them. A¢

meg

of dramatic ten-

t fairly c'rai"led
ality and b -
“nts af the

The Chalk Garden still
has some rough spats,
mainly with the diction,
but with so many  (higs
going for 1, it should
improve with each perfor-
mance, offering an even.
ing of good entertain.
ment.

kanata
theatre

VAN

THE CHALK
GARDEN

by
Enid Bagnold

eighth season

1976 — 1977

The Citizen, Ottawa, Thursday, October 28, I97§. Pnﬂe 91

guing dramatic blooms

Ted Watson has de- Landry, Judy Dick nl;d |
signed a really good set Helen Humcvr,vpmperl!
~ @n attractive, comfort- ;:"m the mid-50s peri
able country home — The Chalk Garden con-
which is well lighted by (inyes g the Earl of
Chris Robinson and March High School to-
Harm Rombeck, and the night until Saturday with
costumes, by Nancy curtain at 8 pm.




Kanata Theatre

My Rasemarte Lawless

Kanata Theatre offictally opena Iheir
17477 Seamn with & (leneral Meating t
te bel Al e Community Centre on
Surelay, |JIh September at 8 60 pm
ond A warm welcome 10 new
resid of Ihe community anid ask them
t come and Join us on Sunday. We want to
make new (riends and dlacover new
talents Anyore (nterestad (n learning
mare about the many facets of amateur
Wheatre - from “tremling the boards™ to
wieldng A hammer and palnthrush, or
sewing A seam, will find plenty of op-
portunity within the Theatre Giroup

Apart [rom the four major productions
planned for (his season, Kanata Theatre s

alsn arranding & serles of workahopa
within the Group, envering such tipics as
acting, voles and movement, diracting, set
deatign, make-up and (ting.

Casting ls already underway fo the flrst
play f the seasan, *“The Chalk Garden” by
i Nagnold, o be directsd by Laurence
Thornton  and  presentsd on 2700t
Octaber. However, Uhere 1 plenty of
backstage help needed for those wishing W
become Involved with this peoduction.

Octoter 1, 1976 — THE KANATA STANDARD —Page 5

kanata
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EIGHTH SEASON
1976-77

Puge 8 —THE KANATA STANDARD — Octaber 15, 1976

Kanata Theatre presents a comedy drcmar;

“Once n a very great while a new play
comes along that lives in the intangibles of
heart and human will: a play that is ex-
tremely poetic without the formalising
rhythm of verse, that is witty without the
exaggeration of farce. Such a play Is The
Chalk Garden.” ..... Saturday Review of
Literature.

Kanata Theatre will be presenting four
performances of The Chalk Garden by
Enid Bagnold, directed by Laurence
‘Thornton, on October 27-30, at the Earl of
March High School. Curtain time: 8.00 pm.
This beautifully written play took both
London and New York audiences by storm
when first seen some twenty years ago
nonetheless, its poignant message is still
relevant today. “I realized that Miss
Bagnold's dialogue was likely to withstand
— as some West End triumphs fall to do—
the merciless, exacting usage of the years.
There is a quality of permanence here.” ...
MNlustrated London News.

As we walch the immediate action of the
play unfold, showing characters as they
are, we also gain an insight Into their
earlier lives, and the events that inevitably
have a bearing on the present. We see the
problems of a sixteen year old who Is
convinced that her mother abandoned ber
four years before; and the machinations of
a possessive grandmother who is used to
dominating everything and everyone. How
they, and the other characters In the
drama are gradually influenced by the
mysterious lady companion, and the
circumstances of her slowly unfolding
past-life, makes a fascinating evening of

theatre.

Individual tickets for The Chalk Garden
are now on sale, and may be reserved by
telephoning 592-1715. Tickets reserved by
telephone will be held until 20 minutes
before curtain time. Season Tickets are
still on sale by telephoning the above

number, and there are excellent seals [y rohearal for The Chalk G

A

Kanata Theatre will be presenting *The
Chalk Garden”, by Enid Bagnold, on 27 —
30 October, at the Earl of March High
School, Kanata — Curtaln Uime at 8.00 pr.

The production Ls directed by Laurence
Thornton and appearing In the cast are
Mary Mauger, John Glliland, Barbara
Rootman, Diana Farjraysl, Rosemary
Scot, Eufron Williams, Mariame
Wilkinson, Ann Dubras, and Bab Horsey.

Our Reserved Seating Plan s proving to
be most popular, and we would suggest
that those wishing to purchase Season
Tickets should phone the box office at 532-

715 on Mondays, Wednesdays
Fridays between 4.30-7.30 pm.

-

.-

available In all sections on Wednesday and  iian are (left to right) Diana Farjrasyl as Laurel aod John
) Toraday righis, and n te backand s S a0t Mallland. Tickets for the play are avallable by telephoning
| secions on Friday and Saturday. x [
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