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V'ersatility the keynote for urts cing at Earl of Marclh 

The next major production of 
the Kanata Theatre Group will takorm by John Moore as the 

i oy n Reverend Samuel Parris, 

but two of the cast of twenty-one 
have acted with the, Kanata 

Marvn Bos who plays Giles 
Corey and Brooke Kneord in 
Prtor 

other 

n May 6, 7 and in the Dewi Wllams as the Reverend 
JmoeJohn Hale, Rosemary Scoll as 

ench performance will be 8.00 Lawrence Thormton as Deputy 
Governor Dntord time the The Crudble is a gripping 

drama which takes place in groUp has perlormed 
Saem, Massen orge stage in he Earl of March 
brought about by accusations of excting thcatrical experience, 

ne me with ample space to develop the 
was under susplcion of com- lighting to help set the mood. 

and ctiwitene auaence, to0,wll ap 

demanding role 

principal parts 

seats. 

students. Special reductions 
will be arranged for groups. 
please telephone Rosemary 
Scott. 8384603: ron 

8-4108; elen 
Hunter, 886-1914. 

KANATA Theatre Group presents 

"The Cruelble" by Arur A 
B7 and8. 1971 at 8:00 p.m. 

, 22s04040) 

wyn39 2414 

THE CRUCIBLE 
DIRECTOR- RoN MASLIN 

May 6TH,7TH a 8TH 1971 

M4DL!. SHWRYO0D, 

The Crucible 
The Kanala Thentre Group wll be presenting Arthur 

Earl of Mareh be" on MMay Gth, 7h and 8th I 

Le Cruclbie" deplcts the torrlble evenls whlch 
Agalnst the good cltlzens o Salem Ye.nerat 
n 1692. 

Maslln, nho has had an oxtenslve background 
n all aspects of theatre in England and Western Ca 

nada, Is directing Ihis produetion.Prlnclpal roles 
John Moore, Demi Willams and lawrence Thornton. 

A D ALL wIIH IH CRUcl3LE PLACE M 

and It wlll bo Interesting to sce how the up-to-date 
°5andmodem ighting, cnhance he productlan. 

obta Incd In advance from Mrs, Wlllams (836-4108) 
Tlcket prlces aro, for adults1 25 Studontr 
$1,00, 

Tu KANA TA TH AIRL, CLUB CAR L V IHORNST ON 
0 IGSEOPCRSCI BOX 451 MA"AIA 

S13235154S 

iKanata theatre group 
offers The Crucible 
The Kanata Theatre Group wll pre 

from May 6 to 8 at 8 nmat th 

CANADIA N N ATIO NAL CA NA DIAN PACIFIC 

of March High School auditorium, 
Kanata. 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

e play is based on the infamous 
Salem iwich hunts which took place 
in the 17th censt are Rosemar 

CAN ADIEN N ATIONAL CANADIE NPACIFIOUE 

le TawiesS. Rosemary Hollands, Anne 
Holland, Laurence Thornton and Pe 
ter Jefferson. 
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Athos be Fari of Mar Seenod 
ary School in Kanata opened last Sep 
Tember, The muPi auditorium 

will have Ibe firt trial of s factllies 
fot stage prouetians hext week, when 

By Rarbara lambert 

hos! already uatng it fot ase m 

cated 

Problens 

Some proh'ems etst because there 
are no dressingrooms or wasnronms 

nlaser can o on stae from sidecot 
Pidors through a total of four dort, 
To n each ide They hepe to use 
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away 

play and prvides ogpprtuntes for cupbards and the eletrical ontrnl slata of the natural wood sed for the 
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preet. and the catwalk system pet. or har t h 
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balenny where the control ronm is lo ainhnrcenlun stull open to 

and the nall sritung table attached 
to each seat for lecture purposes will 
be drugped �own between the chalrs 

When the audence enlers he hall, 
betueen de walls of dark red brick 

The large room af er ght is the They will walk down redcarpeted 
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t flod 
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n t: 
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in the rear to reate frur xteply 
rake lr o,h an sd 
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he staze.ssm is the frt in On 
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The Earl of larch School was de 
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son (The general azout was de 
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ttat it ahnul4 be capable of communl 
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The Kanata Theatre Group presents The Crucible, by 
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Oladeleine Sherwood 

Dear Kanata Dhentre Group, 

nril 2nd, 1971. 

Thank you for you Opening Night wishes tor "All Ôver" As yet it is not all over but it is a to)gh struggle . Hoever the Theatre being what it is, in fifteen yearS or so futyre members or you for th¯t mat ter of the Kana ta Thea tre Group may be doing Edward AlbeèS All Over" aS yo are now doing Ar thur Miller's "The Cr)¢ible 

egpOnse. 

reception, A tew raves, mostly lukewarm to awful reviews, anA e the cast went on immediate galary cuts to try to keep the production going. As we have now done ith 
"A1l Over". The stage hands, box office peonle,, wardrobe people do not take salary cuts--nor do musicians. Actors 
-the only people directly resp onsible to the public do take then, Why? Cause we want to keep orking and 
we carry along all thOse who also want to keep working 
but will ¢lose a show rather than take cuts. That' s 

sho biz". One side of it. If I give you the impression 
I'm battered somewhat from the viciousness of the campaign 
to get "dward Albee"-- Ik am. We all are. It may not 
be his best play. From o1r point of view it is sti1l 
imnossible to be objective. As yo) all mow fom being 
in plays yovrselves-- while you !te. in a production you 
must.myst have faith in the play, the flayers and most 
particularly yovr director. And perspective comes later. 
As I began to say-- it may not be his best, but then agein 
his least is far far better than most playwrights best-
S0 yoTs or my cup of tea or not-- Edward Albee, like 

many a playwright before him-- Chekov's first production 
of Sea Gull was an out and' out disaster Strindberg was 
stoned leaving the theatre, Ibsen was jailed and his per 
formers along with him -- for that matter Brhhms was thou mht 
to bea ma dman who would go down in history as being "anti 
TAu sical"-- SO there yo) are, We here in New York are 1sed 
to it in one "vay-- in another we never get used to it. 
Actors muct have hides of what? Elephants-- no too thick 
too togh-- too unreachable-- perhaps nylon or taffeta-- I 
her that's pretty strong- and pretty as well and loolcs 
delicate-- we must-- must heve our souls,or whatever neme 
we choose for that priv te portion of ourselves which we 
lay bare for a monstrous marvelous paying public, cle:n and 

Difticult not to remember pure for cach new production. 
the collected wounds from other ventures, but we do, e do. 
Ve try to remain with what we h ve discovered, remember 
the regponse of two weeks of nreview andiences, wildly 
entibu siastic, brivos, showto, stonding u0 and stamneding, 
bo th tovards end aw y from the sto,re, It wag hrdly a quiet 



2 
Madeleine Sherwood 

Dyrin tho Se two weelks, we had both reacti ons= peo le loved the play and people ha ted it, They stayed to bravo and they left in a huff in the middle of the irst act. to my mind is Thentre, That It hus even been the rection of the critics, hovever in the economics of the businest only total rave makes a dent. The little boob-tybe is ever more influential in terms of the i mneidate box office respOnse, The Three gave thumbs down in one minute reviews. ATG, NBC, and CBS, The New York Times gave 123 a. rave hich Dfòve sxth:t nothing is provable. For when a production falters after a bad NYTimes review everyone immedia tely aSSMe C1ive Barnes single handedly closed the production-- hoveve it doe sn't Ork the other ray around-- Barnes does not single handèdly make a hit with a good review. I have several 1n finishe sentences in this letter so far-- tog|ive please My brother will tell yos it is typical of my wandering letter "riting mind. I co)ld have sent vou a correct polite thank VO) Which WOld have been fine-- but then again I don"t feel COrrect or polite at the moment. I feel burning fury nixed ith calm " here 7e go again" laughter. I als0 feel very close to yoy folks in my homeland. Because of yO', Lajrence, my brother, end Jennifer, and all the members of the Gro20 I have met and yatehed in prodyc tion so tar-- (Ive seen one stage and a second in rehear sàl, and now yo) 2re rehe rsing one hich is obviously close to my heart, I haven t heard when it ig to be done yet but if I'm "available" as they- e say in our profession, I hope I can be there for a performance of The Crucible.) and all those I haven't met yet, Ama.teyr End Professional nothing quite compares with the moment hen there is nothing between us and audience except a fe feet of procenivm and sometimes not that, More and more audience and actor beeome almost one in space and emotional nvolvnent however these is the difterence-- We knoy we are actors, the udience choses to bec ome a part of the evening or not as he ÓB she is me smerized or not by or efforts. As I mentioned earlier, I believe we all concentrate noW on emaining as true to this produetion as possible. With a sure success it old have been e sierx, When the publie has been told soething is 

2 shoy p0 the atmosphee is henvy end the coin is uphill each nerfornnce. Ag this is not a light show to do anyw y this nlres it to)her, Havin said all that I'1l ow say one ore thing. I disarree totally w th the way this play has been directed and particularly monted, the set, the furniture, the 

1irhting- altho)h lirh ting and aireciion have bee 1pe 

poDd they come irm that mood and tend to doubt there doubts S0 Critemcnt ig easier to Cenera te, When they c ome having been told n nrd)ction is bad they are mostly resentful of having Spent so mnch noney (so much! it's awl at $10, 12 and 15 dollar tons ner ticket- legitimate prices, 75 to l00 £or a sçalper ticket to hit chow lilke Now No Ninette or Sleuth) to see 



9Madeleine Sherwood 

by what to my mind is n oolossal error in staging- the physical 
set is impossible. It is abstraet, huge, unc omfor table, dark, 

sliopery! nd not the least of its impossibilities 9.n all 

over wa ll to vall - except we have no wa.l1lg-- we pertorm on 
wh:t is to all praotical or impra.ctical purposes a shin== 
before the curtain goes up the stare hands remove to sets of 
stens one on either side of stage-- and re are floating 
the effect they wanted-- on a raised raked ramp of a stage 
we can't get off stage if we wanted to- g0 at eutain call 
time te re tranped in a tableau of the final noment Bnd teke 
our alls fr om that position rising 0ut of position a.s 
Velace in the pecking order of billing arrives to stand 
erect walk down front and take a bow-- back to the all to all 

no wall efect-- the floor is covered in �ark brom broadlo om 
which is expensive luxurious and slippery as hell-- any tine 
Tre walk up or down hill on or raked stage we run the risk 
of liding non gracefully into the laps of the first row 
of Spectators. The massive dark brown leather studded 
Over stutfed sofa and more over stuffed same material chair 

are without �oubt the two most uncomfortable pieces of furniture 
I have ever had to cope wi th on or off a stage-- Jessica Tandy's 

feet and mine don't reash the floor-- being the shor test member s 
of the cast-- when we sit on them- I'm luckier I can curl 
up in themn tuck my feet beneath me-- and alth 1g Jessie does 

that comfor tably when we are behind the curtain-- when it rises 
her dignified 71 year old matriarch's role hardly calls for 
Irling up on a sofa. The handsome browm sudae covered cheise 
longue is comfor table and truly beautiful and ve all look 
foryrd to moments when we can light on it for a time-- I spend 
helf the second act lolling about on it and it is heavenly= 
aside fron that we have one expensive lighter brom suede covered 
lerge stool which can seat two of us- and does once-- Bet ty Picl� 
ann me briefly-- which after three eeks of playin alreedy has 
-an ynsigatly dent in its miâdle-- cheaply made but expensively 
annointed, -- that's it-- except for two straight chairs up= 

very fer up stage-- and the hosnital sereen which �oninateê wd 
stage area and presumably hides the dying man-- my father 
Pron 2udience's view. in betwe en there are are at least five 
acres of floor space-- which we can do nothing with ex¢ept try 
to cover it q)icl:ly from one spot to the next-- This is all to 
say-- Having come fr om doing a TV show where the only noverment 
allo ed ig all wi thin the space of a dime- or : gyarter at m0st 
I luxuriated in rehearl in movement in rughing madly from 

space to spaçe-- it was mrvelouS-- and Sir Jo hn let me lo0 se 
he and I work very dilfer ently-- and got along marvelously-
he is2 deir darling m n- who is totally wedded to the word 
-and ig tere of hip limitations in terms of the visuel and 
tiergce in zhis dedication to the s0)nd of language-- he becane 

the rong oerson to hve directed Edgra's 18y in all o'l 

f scina ted wi th my improvisational methods and I lecned much 
Prom him abot the snolcen word. As I sny he is a decr-- byt 



Wad )ladeleine Shewood 

'opinions. With Eaward in love with words and sunolyin Êeveral 
thou sand of them to be epoken-- he wa.nts someone he feelr secure 

about hendlin wordg-- hoever what he has endangered ig the 
stuffings of the people speakin the wo dg-- words alon never 
eaptured an audiene-- there has to be a feeling of why end here 

HOwho and what-- make the words-- Wi thout a superb cast which he 
:has in his play-- no false modesty-- we are all dan good 

nothin wold work at all, John lcnows that-- and John also 
was stuek wi th tha t set as we were- and he ha to face those 

Onen spaces from out front as he wa.tehed 2Sloping abo t on them 
RTe sd8f0neE M8mgtes ng98heg ,ntnlan 

wOman but all human beings, He is in lover with inaninate 
8objeçts-- preferavly big ones--- I' joking but it is true 

Hgnevertheless that a degigner can almo st single handedly destroy 
3a production--they are most mmnor tant parts of the rhole of a 

actors-- Two phone callg have come since the last sentence and 
Ive gotten off my single track of frustrated fury toTerds tht 
Sdevious �esigner. He àlso designed Arturo Ui-- which I liked 

-the se ts-- but nany didnt Larence you saw that iidn't yu? 
Same story by the ay-- two weeks of wild previews-- reviewers 

* vhox decided to review their witnessing the same play at the 
oBerliner Ensemble in East Berlin-- and don the drain 7e 

Oincl9ding the single most sperb performance in Christopher 
Pl1maer's career so tar. C'esta vie-- anya y-- the publicity 
man for the show just callea said the Natio al 0bserver. 

0AP, Chrisitan Seience Monitor, Variety-- all sorts of ne wspaper s 

[ 

le:ve 

my 

brother, 

La 

went 

were really llus indeed- specially Time-- many of you probabiy 
O saw those-- have been raves-- they appeal to theatre ro ne eo le 

Fbut thore peonl e come into town from other towns and arrive four 
Hito oix weeks atter a lay has be en running someho or other- and 

e h ve to get thrngh the next four weeks of no box office soles 
to be able to hold out long enovgh to reach the six nonth advance 

tthat is prebooke d-- we may not make it-- we prob bly wont but 
o hen pain we might! Yo never now-- and it stil bets the 

nernnloyment line-- rhere you meet the lovliest actors and actess 
es, allthe, time. So hee we go-- we'1l try. The publicity men 

o Henry-- wnted me tÍ do an interview with the Chicago Daily Tri 
bine-- ok-- whay not won't sell tickets to the sh0r snecially 

t anything to try. Right now, I'm off to buy ny little grend 
o Gd 1ghter present for I'm goin home- to the Laurentien nontin 

home of mine--for Sunday and Mond y morning- back in time for 
the chow-- to see my mother and daughter and 1ittle Sivan-

I'm goin to breathe olean air and jutap about in the snow- (I 
;lon"t syn ose '1l hu ye the rood fortune to find it all gone!) 
C Gnd raze at my trees and dre am of green lenves and warn Lake and 

*>Pt All Over nside temporarily, hantr vou for roy Teeg 

a 04roduetion the lighting was al so hamper e d by the sme oroblen 

CO-- what to do with all those dark brown spaces and light the 

gFand ma gazines off the besten track of Time and Nessve ek-- they 
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Glen maybe 20 30 mr te 
son uet Dlon lo tar-
Ale a work as difficult ond demand-
Ing e nis ot ihe 

wih Thursday nigh viein 
etien ef retuns, 

srened the betler arl o alr l 
tterly to Kanala and 

I plush nrw tarl f Match ehoul. 
wherin th e Arhur M 
er's powerl drana, The Crurihle 

Aeding lo fotguurd in he hnnntnLaurenre 
jroraun rduclion of Thotnlon, who brought to hia role 
The (rucche a the climax ol of the pompous ri minded Depm 
serund aNn o perAe. 
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Mller's play nbout the traçedy of 
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Only with Thorhton on a 
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Ihe single 

d the cast calch Rome ot that 
esential electrielly which blnda a group of individual actors into a 

Rul although his presence was 
uticient to brlng out the best 

On a lexser level, there are fome 
eredilable performances In the 
hanan of the malevo-
lently mischlevous teenago girls 
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rertainly not a play as feroclously most amaleur dramallcs and pure demanding of he ulmost In acting murder on a play such as The 
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The Crvcible 

ha inggered the alem eitch 

honts hers eunuderable dramalk 
caaty in a ren ter. 

Mary Warren 
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me Deputy oovernof. 
Brenke Kenetord, as John rue 

ame. i 
another who obvionsly ls capable of 
effetive dramalle leto 

ake hu pitch and tempo from. 
Margaret Anthony as Ihe auper 

an ri or ber alleely 
small role, as does Ilosemarie Law 

Sohn Moore Mary Mauger Rev. Part Tim MacTntorh " Ano Pufngn" Helen Hunter 

Putnam 

s utle makes it 
clear from the otset that Mller 
saw the Salem affair as the explo 
sin resulting Trom a ecnim 
and nohlr motivallons, it seems 
odd that the play's director, hon 
Antire cavernous stage of 
Ihe Earl of March sehool. 

The reult ls a hegnterng o e 

I also gave the set designer an 
impossIble task, allhough whoever 
ry. 

was he deserves eredt 

An entrance In which the audl 
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Hathor ne 

ence can ee the arriving actor 
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sustain thatiral ihn com 
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Kanata's The Crucible 
-First-lass Theatre 

By PAT BRUCB Thormton in the role ol deputy 
Arthur Miler's rnbgovernor, Rosemarte Lawless is 

drama The Crucible My nwn s ae m 
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set 

duction. gripping theme of per 
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second full season, the corpayrg on time. 
aoarch Secondary 

and sustaining a first-class P 
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Difficult play 
well performed 
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The staging was simple but 
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Lhe emotional passages were 
W lonk (orward to next 
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tained without the group 
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ln the area. 
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